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Phone  sex  wars  heat  up 

Despite  Jesse  Helms'  hang-ups,  fans  of 
phone  sex  may  be  off  the  hook 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  Advocates  and  own¬ 
ers  of  phone  sex  lines  won  a  victory  here 
March  7,  when  state  regulators  temporarily 
rejected  a  New  York  Telephone  plan  that 
many  said  would  wipe  out  the  booming 
phone  sex  industry  in  the  state.  The  action 
by  the  New  York  State  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  (PSC)  is  a  boost  for  opponents  of  a 
Jesse  Helms-sponsored  federal  law  aimed  at 
severely  restricting  phone  sex  lines  that  is 
scheduled  to  go  into  effect  March  21. 

Helms,  the  North  Carolina  Republican, 
authored  “Dial-a-porn”  legislation  that  was 
passed  overwhelmingly  by  the  Lf.S.  Senate" 
as  part  of  an  appropriations  bill  in  Novem¬ 
ber  of  1989.  The  legislation,  which  is  a  revis¬ 
ed  version  of  a  1987  ban  on  phone  sex  lines 
that  was  later  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  prohibits  “obscene”  or 
“indecent”  telephone  communication  for. 
“commercial  purposes”  that  is  accessible  to 
a  person  under  18.  The  law  requires  tele¬ 
phone  companies  to  block  access  to  sex  lines 
unless  customers  submit  a  written  request 
saying  they  want  access  to  the  lines. 

New  York  Telephone  submitted  a  request 
to  the  PSC  in  February  that,  if  approved, 
would  have  taken  effect  on  the  day  the  new 
federal  restrictions  apply.  The  phone  com¬ 
pany  asked  for  two  things:  1)  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  subscription  (written  request) 
system  for  all  970-  lines,  which  are  the  pre¬ 
recorded  “adult”  phone  sex  lines  operated 
within  New  York,  and  some  550-  (chat) 
lines,  and  2)  the  ability  to  stop  providing 
billing  and  collection  services  for  the  ven¬ 
dors  of  commercial  phone  lines  the  com¬ 
pany  deemed  bad  for  its  “image.” 

The  latter  request,  having  no  relationship 
to  the  new  federal  law,  might  have  also  af¬ 
fected  other  phone  sex  lines  like  the  900- 
pre-recorded  message  lines  that  are  inter¬ 
state  lines  operated  by  long  distance  car¬ 
riers.  Because  the  costs  of  providing  their 
own  billing  would  have  been  enormous  for 
each  phone  line  owner,  the  request  was  seen 
by  phone  sex  advocates  as  an  attempt  by 
NYTel  to  run  the  lines  out  of  business. 

When  the  proposed  regulations  (called 
tarriffs  in  the  phone  business)  were  made 
public  in  New  York,  phone  sex  line  owners 
and  advocates  —  especially  the  gay  ones  — 
mounted  an  intense  and  outraged  response. 
Outweek  magazine,  a  gay  and  lesbian  week¬ 
ly  that  was  started  last  year  by  phone  sex  en¬ 
trepreneur  Kendall  Morrison,  ran  a  cover 
asking:  “Does  the  end  of  phone  sex  mean 
the  end  of  the  gay  press?”  The  same  issue’s 
editorial  announced  that  once  the  Helms 
law  takes  effect,  “the  incidence  of  unsafe 
sex  will  skyrocket,”  and  “the  incidence  of 
AIDS  will  skyrocket.” 

Morrison  issued  a  “call  to  arms”  to  Oul- 
week  readers,  asking  for  loud  and  public 
opposition  to  the  Helms  legislation.  An 
organization  called  SAFE  CALL  was  put 
together  —  composed  of  “gay  and  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists,  civil  liberties  groups  and  adult  phone 
line  owners”  —  to  protest  NYTel’s  pro¬ 
posal.  SAFE  CALL  took  out  a  full-page 
color  ad  in  New  York’s  Village  Voice  warn¬ 
ing  of  the  impending  threats  to  free  speech, 
safe  sex  and  commerce.  Before  its  hearing 
on  March  7,  the  PSC  got  a  barrage  of  let¬ 
ters,  faxes  and  phone  calls  protesting  the 
restrictive  regulations. 


While  it  is  possible  to  construe  NYTel’s 
request  to  begin  subscriber  services  for  the 
550-  and  970-  lines  as  an  attempt  to  conform 
to  the  soon-to-be  enacted  Helms  law,  the 
PSC  thought  the  company  went  further 
than  necessary  in  its  efforts  to  restrict  the 
lines.  Edward  Collins,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  PSC,  told  GCN  that  the  Commission  re¬ 
jected  NYTel’s  request  to  instigate  a  sub¬ 
scriber  system  based  on  the  company’s  opin¬ 
ion  of  whether  the  content  of  the  communi¬ 
cation  was  obscene  or  indecent. 

Instead,  the  PSC  suggested  that  the 
owners  of  the  phone  lines  themselves  should 
determine  whether  the  messages  on  their 
lines  are  indecent,  and  then  inform  the  com¬ 
pany  if  they  describe  themselves  that  way. 
“New  York  Telephone  will  not  be  allowed 
to  reviev/  content  and  make  determinations 
with  regard  to  whether  the  content  is*Tnde- 
cent”  said  Collins. 

Asked  whether  he  thought  any  of  the  gay 
sex  lines  would  tell  NYTel  that  they  operated 
“indecent”  lines,  Gabriel  Rotello,  Out- 
week’s  editor,  said  “No,  nobody’s  going  to 
voluntarily  cooperate  with  these  oppressive, 
right-wing  idiots.” 

In  addition  to  rejecting  NYTel’s  effort  to 
determine  which  phone  lines  are  indecent, 
the  PSC  also  refused  to  approve  the  com¬ 
pany’s  request  to  stop  billing  for  lines  that  it 
claimed  hurt  its  image.  Collins  said  that  the 
company  must  provide  billing  and  collection 
for  the  customers  it  serves  now.  Lawyers  in¬ 
volved  in  the  controversy  said  the 
company’s  rationale  for  stopping  billing 
based  on  its  perception  of  its  own  public 
image  was  especially  weak  from  a  legal 
standpoint. 

Evan  Wolfson,  staff  attorney  at  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  said 
NYTel’s  status  as  a  monopoly  and  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  free  blocking  services  for  anyone 
who  requests  it  strengthened  the  arguments 
against  the  company.  “Surely  the  professed 
‘image’  concerns  and  ‘business  policy’  do 
not  outweigh  New  Yorkers’  rights  to  free 
speech . . . ,”  said  Wolfson  in  a  letter  to  PSC 
Secretary  John  Kelliher. 

The  NYTel  proposal  is  not  technically 
dead,  according  to  Collins.  The  PSC  “sus¬ 
pended”  it,  which  means  NYTel  can  request 
to  have  it  reconsidered,  which  would  then 
involve  public  hearings  and  another  ruling. 
At  this  point,  NYTel  could  come  back  with  a 
revised  proposal  before  the  March  21  enact¬ 
ment  of  the  federal  law,  or  it  could  do 
nothing,  according  to  Collins. 

Having  emerged  relatively  unscathed 
from  the  current  battle  with  NYTel,  phone 
sex  line  owners  in  New  York  and  elsewhere 
are  turning  to  the  federal  level,  since  U.S. 
authorities  presumably  could  attempt  to 
prosecute  them  after  March  21.  The  phone 
sex  line  owners,  who  call  themselves  “infor¬ 
mation  providers,”  were  planning  to  file  a 
federal  lawsuit  as  GCN  went  to  press.  The 
suit  will  be  filed  on  behalf  of  all  phone  sex 
line  owners,  not  just  gay  ones.  A  similar  suit 
is  expected  to  be  filed  by  the  users  of  the 
lines,  who  argue  that  their  rights  to  free 
speech  and  free  association  are  among  those 
trampled  by  Helms’  most  recent  legislative 
coup. 

Although  Helms  wrote  the  new  law  in  an 
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Senate  defeats  anti-gay 
Armstrong  amendment 

Swift  action  by  gay  and  lesbian  rights  advocates  barely 
nixes  effort  to  exempt  youth  organizations 
from  anti-discrimination  law 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Senate  nar¬ 
rowly  rejected  a  surprise  attempt  by  Sen. 
William  Armstrong  (R-Colo.)  to  exempt  Big 
Brothers  and  other  youth-service  entities 
from  legislation  barring  anti-gay  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  March  1. 

Despite  the  slim  50-47  margin,  activists 
cheered  the  vote  as  the  second  significant 
victory  within  three  weeks  for  progressive 
lobbyists  and  leaders  in  the  Senate.  On  Feb. 
8,  activists  were  also  forced  to  mobilize 
quickly  and  also  managed  to  counter  Sen. 
Jesse  Helms’  attack  on  the  Hate  Crimes 
Statistics  Act,  which  was  overwhelmingly 
passed  by  the  Senate,  92-4.  (See  GCN,  Feb. 
11.) 

The  debate  was  over  the  National  Com¬ 
munity  Service  Act,  which  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  » Sen.  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  During  a  fiery  session  on  the 
Senate  floor,  Armstrong  pushed  for  an 
amendment  that  would  have  allowed 
organizations  to  bar  gay  people  from  serv¬ 
ing  as  “role  models,  coaches,  counselors,  or 
friends  of  minors,  and  prevent  a  present, 
real  abuse.”  Said  Armstrong,  “It’s  really  a 
straight  up-or-down  issue  on  whether  you 
think  groups  ought  to  be  forced  to  admit 
homosexual  persons,”  he  continued.  “By 
long-standing  tradition,  practically  as  far 
back  as  history  records,  (gay  people)  have 
been  regarded  as  out  of  the  mainstream  as 
persons  whose  behavior  is  disruptive  and 
unsuitable  as  role  models  for  impressionable 
young  people.  For  the  D.C.  government  to 
require  (groups]  to  admit  these  people  is  in¬ 
tolerable,”  concluded  Armstrong. 

Steve  Smith,  legislative  director  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF), 
warned  that  the  scope  of  the  amendment 
was  so  sweeping  that  it  could  have  required 
D.C.  to  let  schools  fire  or  refuse  to  hire  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers. 

Armstrong,  who  insisted  he  is  not  a 


“basher,”  said  he  and  seven  co-sponsors 
felt  compelled  to  act  because  of  D.C.’s 
“odious  and  corrupt”  human  rights  code 
that  allows  “deviant  behavior”  around  chil¬ 
dren.  (Staff  members  from  both  Arm¬ 
strong’s  office  and  Big  Brothers  said  that 
Armstrong  had  not  consulted  the  group.) 
Twice  before,  Armstrong  has  passed  amend¬ 
ments  exempting  religious  organizations, 
like  Georgetown  University,  from  the  code. 
The  first  amendment  was  struck  down  and 
the  school  settled  without  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  A  suit  to  strike  the  second 
exemption  is  imminent. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  28,  a 
reporter  from  Armstrong’s  state,  Colorado, 
called  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF)  with  a  tip  that  Armstrong 
was  going  to  block  the  legislation.  While 
Kennedy  negotiated  language  “to  accom¬ 
modate  Armstrong,”  Peri  Jude  Radecic, 
NGLTF’s  legislative  director,  contacted 
Dick  Clark,  lobbyist  for  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  Chai  Feldblum  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  others. 

The  final  version  of  the  amendment  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Kennedy  allowed  organizations  to 
deny,  abridge,  restrict  or  condition  partici¬ 
pation  of  “any  adult  homosexual,  bisexual 
or  hetero.sexual”  who  “has  been  convicted 
of  or  is  charged  with  a  sexual  offense  with  a 
minor,  or  who  otherwise  poses  a  threat”  of 
having  sex  with,  or  sexully  abusing,  a  minor. 
And  it  allows  the  parent,  guardian  or  young 
person  involved  to  alter  the  relationship  if 
one  of  them  objects  to  the  volunteer’s  sexual 
orientation. 

A  livid  Kennedy  attacked  Armstrong’s 
“gross  misrepresentation,”  saying,  “We 
know  what’s  behind  these  various  kinds  of 
murmurs  and  actions  —  stereotyping.  Those 
children  and  those  parents  ought  to  be  pro¬ 
tected  whether  the  potential  abuser  is  homo- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“The  darkest  days  of  the  AIDS  crisis  still 
lie  ahead  of  us.’’ 

—  Elizabeth  Taylor,  celebrated  movie 
queen  and  founding  chair  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  AIDS  Research,  in  the  New 
York  Times.  Taylor  was  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  last  week  lobbying  fora  bill  that  would 
provide  $500  million  in  emergency  funds  to 
care  for  people  with  AIDS.  The  bill,  which 
was  co-authored  by  the  unlikely  duo  of  Sen. 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  and  Sen.  Orrin 
Hatch  (R-Utah),  says  that  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic  should  be  treated  as  a  natural  dis¬ 
aster,  like  a  flood  or  fire,  and  that  emer¬ 
gency  money  should  be  made  available 
immediately.  The  strategy  of  classifying 
AIDS  as  a  natural  disaster  was  inspired  by 
the  swift  action  the  U.S.  government  took 
following  the  Oct.  17  earthquake  in  and 
around  San  Francisco.  The  quake  killed  67 
people  and  Congress  sent  more  than  S3 
billion  in  aid.  To  date,  5,000  San  Fran¬ 
ciscans  have  died  of  AIDS. 

Father  Ritter 
resigns  from 
Covenant  House 

NEW  YORK  —  Under  fire  since  allega¬ 
tions  of  sexual  misconduct  surfaced  last 
December,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Ritter  resigned 
his  post  as  head  of  Covenant  House  Feb.  27. 
Frank  Macchiarola,  who  has  served  as  in¬ 
terim  director  since  Ritter  was  ordered  to 
take  a  leave  of  absence  three  weeks  ago,  also 
stepped  down,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

In  1968,  Ritter  founded  what  has  become 
the  country’s  largest  shelter  for  runaway 
and  homeless  teenagers.  Covenant  House, 
in  two  deserted  East  Village  apartments. 
Last  year.  Covenant  House  had  a  budget  of 
over  $87  million,  and  Ritter  had  earned 
the  praise  of  such  figures  as  former  Mayor 
Ed  Koch  and  John  Cardinal  O’Connor. 
In  fact,  Koch  and  O’Connor  were  two  of 
the  people  who  rushed  to  Ritter’s  defense 
when  the  scandal  broke.  (See  GCN,  Feb. 
18.)  Kevin  Kite  was  the  first  person  to  charge 
Ritter  with  sexual  misconduct,  and  two 
former  Covenant  House  residents  levelled 
similar  charges  shortly  thereafter.  Ritter  was 
asked  by  his  Franciscan  superiors  to  take  a 
leave  of  absence  Feb.  6. 

In  addition  to  allegations  of  sexual 
misconduct,  Ritter  had  also  been  charged 
with  possible  misuse  of  Covenant  House 
funds.  The  day  after  Ritter  resigned, 
Manhattan  District  Attorney  Robert 
Morgenthau  announced  that  no  criminal 
charges  would  be  brought  against  Ritter. 
Morgenthau  denied  that  there  was  any 
direct  connection  between  his  announce¬ 
ment  and  Ritter’s  resignation. 

Meanwhile,  interim  director  Macchiarola 
said  he  was  forced  out  by  Ritter  and  the 
Covenant  House  board.  James  J.  Harnett, 
Ritter’s  longtime  chief  aide,  was  appointed 
acting  president  by  the  board,  which  is 
beginning  a  search  for  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest  to  replace  Ritter. 

A  church  official  said  that  the  Franciscans 
will  continue  an  investigation  of  the  charges 
against  Ritter. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gray  will  co-sponsor 
federal  legislation  to 
protect  gay  men 
and  lesbians 

PHILADELPHIA  —  House  Majority 
Whip  William  Gray  (D-Penn.)  has  agreed  to 
become  the  75th  co-sponsor  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Amendment  Act  of  1989,  according 
to  Rita  Addessa,  executive  director  of  the 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gdy  Task  Force 
(PLGTF).  The  measure,  which  would 
amend  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  to  prohibit 
discrimination  in  employment,  housing  and 
public  accommodations  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  was  originally  introduced  in 
Congress  in  1973  by  Rep.  Bella  Abzug. 

Gray’s  announcement  was  made  during 
what  Addessa  called  “a  highly  successful, 
dynamite’’  meeting  with  staff  members 
from  the  PLGTF  and  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force.  “There  has  been  some 
ambiguity  about  the  Congressman’s  public 
support  for  the  federal  civil  rights  bill,’’  said 
Addessa.  “His  support  is  now  clear.’’ 
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In  addition  to  meeting  with  Gray,  lobby¬ 
ists  also  spoke  with  Sen.  John  Heinz 
(R-Pa.).  According  to  Addessa,  although 
Heinz  said,  “If  there  were  a  gay  rights  bill 
before  me  today,  I  would  vote  for  it,”  he 
would  not  agree  to  co-sponsor  the  bill. 
Heinz,  who  strongly  supported  the  Hate 
Crimes  Statistics  Act  recently  passed  by  the 
Senate  (see  GCN,  Feb.  11),  said  he  would 
have  to  examine  the  Civil  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  Act  more  closely  before  agreeing  to 
become  a  co-sponsor. 

Sen.  Arlen  Specter  (R-Pa.)  maintained 
his  refusal  to  meet  with  lesbian  and  gay 
groups. 

The  bill  faces  an  uphill  battle  in  the 
House,  where  it  is  now  under  consideration 
by  subcommittees  of  the  Judiciary  and 
Education  and  Labor  Committees.  The  bill 
in  the  Senate  has  eight  sponsors  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  before  that  body’s  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee.  Following  the  meetings  with  Gray  and 
Heinz,  Addessa  told  GCN,  “1  expect  hear¬ 
ings  to  be  held  within  the  next  year  and  I’d 
like  to  see  passage  by  1994.” 

□  Marc  Stein 

Hoosier  pride  set 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  —  The  first  ma¬ 
jor  gay  and  lesbian  rally  in  this  midwestern 
state  will  take  place  June  16,  according  to 
organizers  of  the  event.  The  announcement 
of  the  rally  —  which  will  coincide  with  pride 
celebrations  nationwide  —  came  after 
months  of  debate  about  what  kind  of  pride 
event  to  hold. 

Some  members  of  the  Indiana  gay  com¬ 
munity  pushed  for  a  more  dramatic  event, 
like  a  march,  but  others  thought  the  conser¬ 
vative  political  climate  in  Indiana  would 
keep  many  from  participating.  “Most 
Hoosiers  don’t  want  to  stick  out  their  necks 
for  something  as  public  and  risky  as  a  march 
unless  it’s  a  particular,  very  pressing  issue,” 
Ruth  Peters,  Pride  Week  coordinator,  told 
Heartland,  a  new  gay  newspaper  aimed  at 
midwestern  readers. 

The  Indianapolis  rally  will  include 
speakers  and  performances,  and  will  take 
place  inside  the  city’s  Circle  Monument. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Lesbian  conference 
seeks  dykes  with 
disabilities 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  The  third  na¬ 
tional  planning  meeting  for  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference  will  take  place  here, 
April  27-29.  The  gathering  will  also  feature 
the  first  meeting  of  the  steering  committee, 
which  will  oversee  plans  for  the  conference 
scheduled  to  take  place  in  Atlanta  in  the 
spring  of  1991. 

When  plans  for  the  steering  committee 
were  finalized  at  the  second  meeting  in  Port¬ 
land  Oregon,  last  July,  representation 
topped  the  list  of  priorities.  (See  GCN,  Sept. 
3,  1989,  and  Oct.  22,  1989.)  Fifty  percent  of 
the  committee  is  to  be  comprised  of  lesbians 
of  color  and  lesbians  with  disabilities  will 
make  up  20  percent  of  the  decision-making 
body. 

Some  lesbians  with  disabilities  who  have 
been  involved  in  the  planning  process  are 
concerned  that  other  dykes  with  disabilities 
are  not  aware  that  some  spaces  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  are  reserved.  Mary  Frances  Platt  and 
Barb  Bechdol,  who  represented  the  lesbians 
with  disabilities  caucus  on  the  interim  steer¬ 
ing  committee,  are  trying  to  get  the  word  out 
and  encourage  lesbians  with  disabilities  to 
become  involved  in  the  planning  process. 
Platt  and  Bechdol  suggest  that  there  are  two 
ways  to  get  involved:  contacting  regional 
representatives  and  coming  to  the  Kansas 
City  meeting.  In  an  open  letter,  Platt  and 
Bechdol  promise  that  “If  we  get  to  Kansas 
City  and  find  that  the  regions  have  not  ful¬ 
filled  the  criteria,  a  strong  presence  of  “un¬ 
elected”  disabled  lesbians  will  ensure  that 
that  20  percent  commitment  is  carried  out.” 

To  find  out  how  to  contact  regional  or¬ 
ganizers,  call  the  conference’s  national  of¬ 
fice  at  (518)  463-1051.  For  information 
about  money  available  to  women  who  want 
to  go  to  the  April  meeting,  contact  Steph¬ 
anie  Joe  Kent,  P.O.  Box  8389,  Albuquer¬ 
que,  New  Mexico,  (505)  842-0727.  For  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Deaf  Lesbians  Caucus, 
contact  Julie  Nelson,  1651  Lamont  St., 
N.W.,  Apt.  L-1,  Washington,  D.C.,  20010, 
(202)  328-7547  (tty  only).  For  general  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  conference,  contact  Mary 
Frances  Platt,  16  Center  St.,  Suite  218, 
Northampton,  Mass.,  (413)  323-5082. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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International 
Women’s  Day  Notes 


Rain  can’t  dampen 
Sydney  fete 


SYDNEY,  Australia  —  Despite  a  contin¬ 
uous  downpour,  Sydney’s  thirteenth  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Mardi  Gras  parade  was  held  as 
planned,  Feb.  17.  In  choosing  not  to  cancel 
the  event,  organizers  seemingly  made  the 
right  decision  as  thousands  of  people  sport¬ 
ing  umbrellas  lined  the  route  on  either  side, 
watching  and  applauding  as  the  parade 
passed  by. 

Led  by  Dykes  on  Bikes,  this  year’s  parade 
featured  brilliantly  colorful  and  elaborate 
floats.  (The  gay  and  lesbian  Mardi  Gras 
workshop,  where  most  of  the  floats  were 
constructed,  should  be  congratulated  on  its 
choice  of  materials  as  the  decorations  stood 
up  to  the  elements  without  noticeable  deter¬ 
ioration.)  A  large  group  of  people  represent¬ 
ing  the  AIDS  Council  of  New  South  Wales 
wore  flashy  silver  and  white  costumes  and 
carried  tall  silver  and  white  umbrellas,  while 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Immigration  Task 
Force’s  float  boasted  a  revolving  globe  of 
the  world. 

In  a  first-time  effort,  this  year’s  parade 
was  available  to  a  huge  listening  audience 
via  simultaneous  broadcasts  by  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  radio  stations.  People  in  Melbourne, 
Hobart,  Adelaide,  Canberra,  Brisbane  and 
Newcastle  joined  the  celebration,  which 
organizers  said  was  highly  successful. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Yugoslavian  dykes 
get  together 

Yugoslavia  —  Lesbian  feminists  who  met 
through  a  straight  feminist  organization 
have  formed  their  own  group,  according  to 
London’s  Gay  Times.  The  group  plans  to 
function  as  a  social  network  and  study/ 
discussion  group  with  hopes  of  taking  on 
cultural  projects  in  the  future.  To  contact 
the  group,  write:  Lila  Inicijativa,  Zenska 
grupa  Tresnjeska,  R  Koncara  98,  41000 
Zagreb,  Yugoslavia. 

In  the  city  of  Ljubljana,  lesbians  have 
produced  the  second  issue  of  the  Slovenian 
language  lesbian  magazine  Lesbozine.  The 
issue  is  reported  to  cover  news  of  anti¬ 
lesbian  and  gay  persecution  in  Romania. 
The  magazine  is  available  from  Lesbiska 
Sekcija,  Kersnikova4,  YU-6100,  Ljubljana, 
Yugoslavia. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Religious  censors  in 
Argentina 

Argentina  —  Two  popular  singers  had 
their  television  contract  cancelled  after  they 
appeared  on  a  live  talk  show  and  revealed  a 
picture  of  themselves  kissing.  According  to 
the  gay  newspaper  Heartland,  the  lovers, 
Sandra  Mianovitch  and  Celeste  Carvallo, 
got  the  boot  after  a  Catholic  organization, 
Familia  Christiana,  pressured  the  television 
network. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Legal  aid  for  poor 
women 

KAMPALA,  Uganda  —  Women  lawyers 
here  have  started  a  clinic  for  poor  women  to 
help  them  with  legal  problems.  According  to 
Off  Our  Backs,  the  Women’s  Legal  Aid 
Clinic,  which  began  in  1988,  is  comprised  of 
members  of  the  Ugandan  Association  of 
Women  Lawyers  who  volunteer  their  time 
while  holding  down  paying  jobs  with  the 
government  or  private  law  firms. 


The  most  common  problems  facing 
women  here  deal  with  family  law.  For  in¬ 
stance,  some  women  may  falsely  believe  that 
they  are  legally  married  —  an  assumption 
that  could  have  serious  economic  ramifica¬ 
tions.  “The  women  do  not  realize  they  are 
not  protected  even  though  they  produced 
children,”  said  lawyer  Hope  Mwesigye.  She 
said  that  women  are  not  entitled  to  anything 
when  their  partners  die  “unless  it  is  a  mar¬ 
riage  —  in  a  church,  registry  or  common  law 

—  recognized  by  the  state.” 

The  lawyers  try  to  get  men  and  women  to 
come  to  educational  .sessions  together  so 
that  they  will  understand  what  happens 
when  a  man  dies  without  leaving  a  will.  For 
instance,  sometimes  a  man’s  family  will 
drive  the  woman  out  of  her  own  house  in  an 
attempt  to  acquire  all  of  the  man’s  posses¬ 
sions.  (Even  under  such  circumstances, 
some  legal  aid  lawyers  are  able  to  obtain 
compensation  for  women  by  getting  settle¬ 
ments-  for  their  children  because  Ugandan 
law  requires  that  children  receive  a  large  part 
of  their  father’s  estate  following  his  death.) 

In  another  scenario  involving  family  law 
problems,  men  sometimes  turn  their  wives 
out  of  the  house  because  they  want  to  marry 
another  woman.  Legal  clinic  lawyers  point 
out,  however,  that  even  in  such  cases, 
women  here  are  afraid  to  get  a  divorce 
because  of  the  stigma  that  is  attached  to 
divorce.  “If  you’re  divorced  from  the 
home,  you  are  looked  upon  as  a  failure,” 
said  legal  aid  lawyer  Yeri  Wakabi.  “If  you 
were  looking  for  a  job  they  would  reject  you 

—  they  would  say  if  you  can’t  manage  your 
house,  how  can  you  manage  public  affairs.  ’ ’ 

In  addition  to  holding  educational  ses¬ 
sions  here  in  the  capital  city,  lawyers  from 
the  Women’s  Legal  Aid  Clinic  also  travel  to 
rural  areas  in  efforts  acquaint  women  with 
the  law. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Lesbians  on  the 
loose 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  new  publica¬ 
tion  for  lesbians  recently  made  its  debut 
here.  Philadelphia  Gay  News  reports  that 
Lesbians  on  the  Loose  will  fill  a  gap  in  pro¬ 
viding  information  to  local  dykes.  “Ever 
since  we  can  remember,  Sydney  lesbians 
have  not  had  a  regular  source  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  what  activities  are  available,” 
said  Frances  Rand  and  Jackie  Scherer,  who 
publish  the  new  magazine.  “There’s  been 
the  gay  press,  but  it’s  either  been  domi¬ 
nated  by  the  boys  or  come  out  too  infre¬ 
quently.  Sydney  lesbians  need  a  publication 
that  can  be  more  accessible  to  dykes.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Icelandic  straight 
rag  works  to  include 
gay  people 

REYKJAVIK,  Iceland  —  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  said  they  were  happy  that  a  new 
mainstream  magazine  here  is  making  a  con¬ 
certed  effort  to  include  gay  people  in  its  cov¬ 
erage,  according  to  the  International  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Association  (ILGA).  Bleikt  & 
Blatt  {“Pink  and  Blue”)  “very  much 
want[s]  to  give  lesbians  and  gays  a  role  in  the 
discussion  of  sexual  identity,”  said  editor 
Jona  Ingiborg  Jonsdottir  who  is  also  Ice¬ 
land’s  only  university-educated  sexologist. 
“Our  first  issue  includes  interviews  with 
homosexuals  and  articles  about  homosex¬ 
uality,”  she  said.  Jonsdottir  said  that  the 
first  issue  sold  out  in  record  time. 

“We  are  very  pleased  with  the  work  done 
by  Jona,”  said  Lana  Kolbrun,  chair  of  Sam- 
tokin,  the  Icelandic  lesbian  and  gay  organ¬ 
ization.  “She  has  been  writing  in  many 
newspaper  columns  about  sexuality  for  a 
long  time  and  has  always  given  a  very  posi¬ 
tive  picture  of  lesbians  and  gays,”  she  said. 
Kolbrun  stressed  the  significance  of  the 
inclusion  of  gay  perspectives  in  a  main¬ 
stream  magazine,  saying  “we  have  practi¬ 
cally  no  voice  in  a  society  which  is  very  silent 
about  homosexuality.” 

For  her  part,  Bleikt  &  Blatt ’s  editor  said 
that  she  is  interested  in  finding  more  gay  and 
lesbian  material  to  include  in  her  publica¬ 
tion.  “1  hope  to  be  able  to  attend  the  next 
ILGA  world  conference  in  Stockholm  to 
meet  activists,  journalists  and  researchers 
discussing  the  questions  of  human 
sexuality,”  said  Jonsdottir. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Fighting  the  repeal  effort 

Boston  activists  split  over  anti-referendum 
campaign  strategies 


Angry  artists  protest 
censorship 


LOS  ANGELES  —  About  ISO  anti-censorship  activists  demonstrated  at  the  L.A.  County  Art  Museum, 
March  I ,  to  protest  policies  restricting  the  use  of  federal  funds  for  arts  projects.  Co-sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  for  Freedom  of  Expression  and  ACT  UP/L.A.,  the  event  came  just  four  days  before  a  Congres¬ 
sional  committee  looking  into  arts  funding  began  holding  hearings  here. 

Protesters  held  up  large  cut-out  signs  featuring  the  likenessess  of  gay  artists,  such  as  Robert  Map¬ 
plethorpe,  whose  exhibit  triggered  censorship  debate  and  subsequent  legislation  last  year.  The 
demonstrators  targeted  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA),  which  is  responsible  for  distributing 
federal  funds  for  arts  projects.  Since  Congress  passed  legislation  restricting  the  use  of  those  funds  last  Oc¬ 
tober,  the  NEA  has  been  under  fire  from  all  sides. 

Demonstrators  risking  arrest  wore  black  and  white  jumpsuits,  while  others  chanted  and  picketed.  Pro¬ 
tester  Tom  Dougherty  told  GCN  that  the  group  marched  from  the  museum  to  the  Federal  Building  in 
downtown  L.A.,  where  28  people  were  arrested  and  charged  with  blocking  the  doors  to  a  federal  building. 
Dougherty,  who  was  one  of  those  arrested,  said  that  he  found  the  experience  “very  empowering.”  Fie  ad¬ 
ded  that  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  arrestees  were  artists. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Hate  crimes  rise  on  both 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Organizing  a  campaign  to 
oppose  the  anticipated  referendum  to  defeat 
the  Massachusetts  gay  rights  bill,  gay  rights 
advocates  held  meetings  on  two  successive 
Saturdays,  Feb.  24  and  March  3.  The  meet¬ 
ings  yielded  a  rough  organizational  struc¬ 
ture  for  a  coalition  to  fight  for  the  law,  but 
some  activists  —  primarily  progressives  and 
people  of  color  —  have  raised  concerns 
about  being  excluded  from  the  process. 

Attorney  General  James  Shannon  ruled 
Dec.  7  that  the  proposed  referendum  invali¬ 
dating  the  gay  rights  bill  was  unconstitu¬ 
tional  because  the  new  civil  rights  law  con¬ 
tains  an  amendment  exempting  religious 
groups  (see  GCN,  Dec.  10,  1989).  That  deci¬ 
sion  was  challenged  by  a  rightwing  coalition 
that  had  supported  the  referendum.  A  deci¬ 
sion  from  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judi¬ 
cial  Court  (SJC)  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  referendum  is  expected  in  June  at  the 
earliest,  according  to  Kevin  Cathcart  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  the  public  interest  law  group  that 
will  argue  against  holding  the  referendum. 

The  gay  rights  bill  officially  became  law 
Jan.  15  and  is  in  effect  unless  a  repeal  effort 
is  successful. 

A  contentious  first  meeting 

In  the  midst  of  a  snowstorm  on  Feb.  24, 
about  150  people  attended  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  to  plan  the  anti-referendum  strategy. 
Boston  City  Councilor  David  Scondras  said 
he  was  impressed  by  the  turnout.  “This 
means  there’s  a  lot  of  energy  out  there  to 
fight  the  repeal,  and  1  think  there’s  a  desire 
on  everyone’s  part  to*  work  together,”  he 
said. 

Scondras’  optimistic  assessment  notwith¬ 
standing,  the  long  meeting  was  occasionally 
contentious  as  community  members  dis¬ 
cussed  process  and  organizational  issues. 
After  much  discussion,  the  activists  moved 
to  create  a  small  steering  committee  and  a 
larger  advisory  committee.  Some  partici¬ 
pants,  particularly  members  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights, 
argued  that  the  steering  committee  should 
be  open  to  any  group  that  wanted  to  join. 

“1  think  it  was  disappointing  people 
weren’t  willing  to  adopt  a  more  open  and  in¬ 
clusionary  structure,”  said  the  Coalition’s 
David  LaFontaine.  “Many  groups  and  indi¬ 
viduals  left  that  meeting  feeling  that  they 
had  been  shut  out  of  the  decision-making 
process.” 

A  compromise  proposal  was  accepted 
that  established  a  small  steering  committee 
and  a  larger  advisory  group  with  the  power 
to  overrule  the  steering  committee.  The 
group  compiled  an  initial  list  of  46  organiza¬ 
tions,  comprising  most  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  groups  and  supporters  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  as  merhbers  of  the  advisory  group. 

“There  has  to  be  a  steering  committee  to 
take  leadership,  and  it  has  to  be  small  so  it 
can  work  effectively,”  said  Don  Gorton  of 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance. 

Organizations  which  were  candidates  for 
the  steering  committee  were  voted  on  by  the 
meeting.  The  six  organizations  that  received 
the  most  positive  votes  were  seated  on  the 
steering  committee. 

They  were:  Springfield’s  Alliance  for 
Equality,  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW) 
and  the  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance.  Each  organization  will  be  allowed 
to  send  two  representatives. 

Organizations  not  receiving  enough  votes 
to  be  included  on  the  steering  committee 
were:  Cape  and  Islands  Coalition  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Issues  and  Concerns,  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation,  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Campaign  Committee,  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Democrats,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Labor  Activists  Network,  and  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF).  In 
addition.  Citizens  for  Participation  in 
Political  Action  (CPPAX),  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  New 
Alliance  Party  did  not  receive  enough  quali¬ 
fying  votes. 

The  decision  to  elect  steering  committee 
members  happened  late  in  the  meeting,  after 
more  than  half  of  those  present  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  had  left,  and  took  some  by  surprise. 


However,  the  process  allowed  for  at  least  six 
additional  seats  to  remain  open. 

Two  issues  raised  during  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  remain  unresolved.  The  Springfield 
group  proposed  a  name  for  the  campaign 
organization:  Family  Alliance  for  Indi¬ 
vidual  Rights  (FAIR).  The  proposal 
prompted  fears  that  the  campaign  would 
not  be  an  “out”  gay  and  lesbian  campaign  if 
the  name  did  not  include  the  words  “gay 
and  lesbian.” 

“I’m  concerned  that  there  may  be  some 
sentiment  to  run  a  quiet  campaign,”  said 
Jeff  Nickle,  of  the  Boston  University  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Alliance.  “I  think  in  order  to  win, 
we  must  not  be  tunnel-visioned  and  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  win,  because  a  real  vic¬ 
tory  in  this  campaign  will  be  if  as  many  gay, 
lesbian,  and  bisexual  people  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  feel  this  is  their  fight,”  he  said. 

The  Coalition  proposal  also  suggested  a 
structure  in  which  “working  groups”  would 
be  responsible  for  different  areas  of  work. 
This  proposal  also  remains  to  be  resolved  at 
a  future  meeting. 

Beyond  the  decision-making  questions 
made  at  the  meeting,  some  activists  ques¬ 
tioned  the  process,  maintaining  that  the 
meeting  excluded  groups  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  on  a  referendum.  They  argued  that  the 
meeting  was  not  equally  publicized  in  all 
parts  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  In 
particular,  several  people  noted  that  groups 
on  the  left  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  commun¬ 
ity,  organizations  of  people  of  color,  and 
working  class  people  were  not  represented  at 
the  initial  meeting. 

“Who  gets  contacted  about  meetings  has 
the  effect  of  shaping  the  organization  that 
comes  out  of  the  meeting,”  said  Ann 
Holder,  a  local  lesbian  activist.  “It  seemed 
like  a  lot  of  progressive  people  heard  about 
the  meeting  through  the  grapevine,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  others,  who  got  letters.  Ironically, 
the  people  who  didn’t  get  contacted  were  the 
very  people  who  have  a  lot  of  experience 
with  grassroots  campaigns.  And  I  think  that 
really  shows,  in  the  creation  of  an  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  that  is  so  bureaucratic  and 
unwieldy,”  she  said. 

The  second  meeting 

Much  of  the  March  3  meeting  was  spent 
reviewing  what  took  place  at  the  Feb.  24 
meeting.  While  it  was  originally  scheduled 
as  a  steering  committee  meeting,  the  event 
was  attended  by  many  people  who  had  not 
been  present  at  the  previous  meeting. 
Debate  centered  on  the  legitimacy  of  the 
steering  committee  and  the  process  that  was 
used  to  set  it  up. 

The  Alliance’s  Don  Gorton,  who  chaired 
the  first  three  hours  of  the  seven-hour  meet¬ 
ing,  told  participants  that  the  meeting  would 
be  run  by  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order,  and  mo¬ 
tions  would  only  be  accepted  from  members 
of  the  steering  committee.  After  the  meet¬ 
ing,  Gorton  told  GCN,  “I  was  expecting 
something  like  the  Alliance  steering  commit¬ 
tee  meetings,  where  a  few  members  some¬ 
times  attend  as  an  audience.  I  was  unclear 
about  the  procedure  —  the  Alliance  uses 
Robert’s  Rules,  so  I  just  decided  to  use  them 
in  that  meeting.” 

The  decision  drew  criticism  from  some 
meeting  participants.  “Robert’s  Rules 
aren’t  empowering  to  some  people,”  said 
Ann  Holder,  “people  who  aren’t  familiar 
with  them,  people  who  [steering  committee 
members]  would  want  to  work  with.” 

Susan  Moir  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor 
Activists  Network  said  her  group  was  not 
contacted  about  the  Feb.  24  meeting,  even 
though  GALLAN  had  named  campaigning 
among  union  members  in  the  event  of  a 
referendum  as  one  of  two  items  on  its  1990 
political  agenda.  “It’s  obviously  not  a  cross¬ 
class  alliance,”  she  said.  Moir  said  that  she 
believed  that  politically  progressive  people 
were  not  included  in  the  meeting,  and  that 
the  liberals  felt  that  they  should  control  the 
campaign.  “We  need  to  recognize  that  we 
have  two  wings  and  we  need  to  build  alli¬ 
ances.  There’s  going  to  a  campaign  of 
homophobia  against  us  as  a  people,”  she 
.said. 

The  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Coa¬ 
lition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG) 
was  represented  by  Angela  Bowen  at  the  se¬ 
cond  meeting,  who  said  her  group  was  not 
interested  in  being  on  the  steering  committee 

Continued  on  page  7 


coasts 

By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Reports  of  hate  crimes 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians  jumped  dra¬ 
matically  in  Massachusetts  in  1989,  accord¬ 
ing  to  statistics  released  Feb.  15  by  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center  Victim 
Recovery  Program  here. 

According  to  Fenway,  84  incidents  of 
anti-gay  violence  against  128  people  and 
three  organizations  were  reported.  This 
year’s  figures  constitute  a  206%  increase 
in  reported  hate-motivated  attacks,  com¬ 
pared  with  1988,  when  62  people  reported 
being  victimized  by  anti-gay  violence, 
violence. 

Fenway  cited  the  increased  visibility  of  its 
Victim  Recovery  Program  as  one  factor  in 
the  rise  of  reports  of  violence. 

In  addition  to  the  84  reported  anti-gay  in¬ 
cidents,  Fenway  documented  41  attacks  on 
lesbians  and  gay  men  that  could  not  be 
definitively  characterized  as  hate- 
motivated,  but  which  took  place  near  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  establishments.  The  series  of  at¬ 
tacks  —  including  eight  brutal  robberies  and 
one  homicide  —  that  occurred  in  or  near  the 
Fens,  a  well-known  cruising  area,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  count. 

‘  ‘The  rise  in  the  number  of  attacks  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  reported  to  our  pro¬ 
gram  is  frightening,”  said  Joyce  Collier, 
Fenway’s  Victim  Recovery  coordinator, 
“but  it  is  encouraging  to  see  so  many  people 
coming  forward  to  report  attacks  against 
them  and  to  use  the  criminal  justice  system 
to  fight  back.”  Collier  said  that  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  do  not  report  anti-gay 
violence  or  harassment  for  fear  of  further 
victimization  or  discrimination  by  police, 
and  that  these  numbers  were  certainly  an 
underestimate  of  the  total. 

Physical  assaults  took  place  in  42  of  anti¬ 
gay  incidents,  with  14  of  those  resulting  in 
serious  injuries  requiring  medical  attention. 
Thirty-six  of  the  incidents  included  verbal 
threats  and  harassment,  and  reports  from 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations  that  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  vandalism  or  anti-gay  graffiti  bring 
the  number  to  84.  Four  of  the  people  who 
were  victimized  by  anti-gay  violence  were 
not  in  fact  lesbian  or  gay,  but  were  attacked 
because  they  were  assumed  to  be. 

In  San  Francisco,  the  Community  United 
Against  Violence  (CUAV)  released  numbers 


in  late  January  showing  that  nearly  four 
times  as  many  lesbians  were  victimized  by 
hate  incidents  in  1989  than  in  1988.  CUAV 
documented  a  67%  increase  in  overall  vio¬ 
lence  against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Sentinel,  a  gay  newspaper.  There 
were  331  incidents  reported  in  1989,  com¬ 
pared  to  198  in  1988. 

Of  the  more  than  300  people  who  were  at¬ 
tacked,  76  required  medical  treatment,  and 
ten  were  hospitalized.  Hate-motivated  van¬ 
dalism  against  organizations  accounted  for 
another  23  percent,  while  the  remaining  16 
percent  of  incidents  involved  verbal  threats 
or  harassment. 

Weapons  were  involved  in  54%  of  the  in¬ 
cidents.  Clubs  where  used  in  29,  and  another 
29  involved  multiple  weapons.  Ten  reported 
gay-bashers  wielded  bottles,  and  guns,  bot¬ 
tles,  or  vehicles  were  used  in  other  attacks. 

The  largest  number  of  the  attacks  took 
place  in  the  heavily  gay  Castro  district, 
where  27  percent  of  the  incidents  occurred. 
Western  and  Southern  San  Francisco  ac¬ 
counted  for  26  percent  each,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  taking  place  outside  the  city.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“G>mmunity  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  ertcourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Grpies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  print^  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
^it  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Bostcm,  MA  02116. 


Visibility?  Whose  visibility? 


Dear  GCN: 

We  must  respond  to  the  accusations 
presented  by  Micki  Siegel  concerning  the 
Northampton  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March 
(See  GCNFeb.  18-24,  1990).  Her  letter  is  an 
inaccurate  and  self-serving  description  of 
crucial  events.  Your  readers  deserve  to  hear 
both  sides  of  the  story. 

We  were  among  the  six  lesbians  who  came 
to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee.  We  did  so  because  we  were  concerned 
about  the  focus  the  march  has  been  taking  in 
past  years.  Last  year,  in  addition  to  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  “Bisexual”  in  the  march  title 
(thereby  diverting  a  political  issue  into  a  sex¬ 
ual  one),  there  was  no  lesbian  representa¬ 
tion  among  the  speakers  at  the  rally.  Nor 
were  any  lesbian  (or  women’s)  issues  ad¬ 
dressed.  This  despite  the  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  participants  in  the  march  are  les¬ 
bian.  We  were  determined  not  to  let  this 
happen  again.  We  attended  the  meeting  in 
order  to  express  our  concerns,  explain  our 
position,  and  volunteer  to  work  on  the 
march. 

What  we  encountered  was  hostility  and 
nastiness  on  a  level  for  which  we  were  com¬ 
pletely  unprepared.  When  we  tried  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  we  felt  that  lesbian  and  gay  issues 
were  not  identical  to  bisexual  issues,  because 
bisexuals  continue  to  enjoy  heterosexual 
privilege,  we  were  told  we  could  “pass”  if 
we  dressed  differently.  Mrs.  Siegal  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  could  speak  for  the  lesbian 
community  “because  1  have  always  felt  like 
a  man  in  a  woman’s  body.”  And  so  on.  The 
horror  continued. 

At  the  initial  meeting,  the  group  present 
voted  to  allow  the  title  of  the  march  to 
return  to  the  original  “Lesbian/Gay  Pride” 
—  a  tradition  of  seven  years.  Those  voting  in 
favor  included  one  bisexual  woman  and  one 
gay  man.  Immediately  upon  hearing  the 
outcome  of  the  vote,  some  of  those  who  had 
been  opposed  claimed  they  “hadn’t 
understood  the  vote  was  binding.”  We 
agreed  to  vote  again  at  a  later  meeting  — 
one  month  later.  Yes,  a  large  number  of  us 
attended  the  next  meeting.  Because  a  large 
number  of  us  were  alarmed  and  concerned. 
We  postponed  discussion  of  the  new  make¬ 
up  of  the  Steering  Committee  until  the 
following  meeting.  It  was  decided  that  the 
Steering  Committee  should  be  comprised  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  for  we  realize  that  we 
must  speak  for  ourselves  and  determine  our 
own  agenda.  Mrs.  Siegel  was  not  present  at 
that  meeting.  Never  was  Mrs.  Siegel  —  or 
any  other  bisexual  —  told  she  could  not 
serve  on  the  publicity  committee. 

In  the  following  days,  “the  wonderful 
Jean  and  Jim  Genasci  from  PFLAG”  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  write  to  at  least  13 
local  groups  informing  them  of  how 
“naughty”  those  nasty  lesbians  had  been. 
At  no  time  did  the  wonderful  Genascis 
speak  to  any  lesbian  who  had  been  present 
at  the  meetings,  or  show  any  interest  in  hear¬ 
ing  the  other  perspective  on  what  had  hap¬ 
pened. 

Yes,  this  year  the  Steering  Committee  for 
the  march  consists  of  lesbians.  No  gay  men 
expressed  an  interest  in  being  on  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Lesbians  do  not  “claim  to  speak  for 
the  community”  as  Mrs.  Siegel  claims.  (But 
Mrs.  Siegel  does  not  speak  for  “the  com¬ 
munity,”  either.)  There  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  here  as  to  who  makes  up  “the  com¬ 
munity.”  For  reasons  we  cannot  com¬ 
prehend,  some  bisexual  women  seem  to  feel 


they  cannot  create  their  own  community, 
but  must  attach  themselves  to  the  lesbian 
community.  For  many  of  us,  our  lesbianism 
is  a  way  of  life,  not  just  something  we  do  in 
bed.  If  Mrs.  Siegel  and  her  ilk  are  so  con¬ 
cerned  with  having  their  sexual  minority 
status  respected,  why  don’t  they  march  in 
the  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March  as  sup¬ 
porters,  under  their  own  banner? 

We,  too,  are  concerned  with  the  “unity  of 
our  community.”  We  are  also  concerned 
with  integrity,  and  with  our  own  identity. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah  Dreher 

_  Lis  Brook 

H  Amherst,  Mass. 


Talking  about  class 

Dear  GCN: 

I  extend  my  thanks  and  applause  to  the 
Gay  Community  News  collective  for  pro¬ 
ducing  “Call  it  Class,”  a  three  part  series  on 
class  in  lesbian  and  gay  communities. 
Hopefully  the  series  will  be  reprinted 
separately  at  a  later  date  for  it  should  have  a 
broad  appeal  to  our  straight  friends  in¬ 
terested  in  addressing  class  issues. 

The  only  thing  I  felt  was  missing  from  the 
series  (maybe  I  missed  it  too)  was  a  sort  of 
suburban  middle  class  perspective.  This  is 
my  story,  a  split  level  suburban  home,  June 
Cleaver-like  mother,  and  corporate  environ¬ 
ment.  I  think  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 
struggle  from  this  class  position  (middle 
class,  college  educated  without  a  tradition 
•of  family  wealth)  to  find  their  own  place  in 
the  world  that  reconciles  the  past  with  the 
present. 

Nevertheless,  congratulations.  I  also  liked 
the  art  work  used  in  the  supplements,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  illustrations  and  photo  collage. 

Sincerely, 

_  David  Anger 

H  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Attn:  lesbians  in  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  currently  working  on  an  article  on 
lesbians  in  prison  and  I  hope  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  lesbian  prisoners  reading  GCN 
would  be  interested  in  helping  me  out.  The 
article  focuses  on  lesbian  sex  and  sexuality 
exploring  the  differences  between  those  who 
are  lesbians  before  they  are  incarcerated  and 
those  who  are  sexual  with  other  women  due 
to  their  situation,  relationships  in  prison, 
ways  of  finding  a  place  to  have  sex,  access  to 
lesbian  pornography,  etc. 

Either  you  can  write  me  and  respond  to 
some  of  these  ideas  (anecdotes  would  be 
great!)  or  1  have  a  set  of  questions  that  I 
could  provide.  1  would  appreciate  any  con¬ 
tributions  —  no  names  will  be  used,  only 
pseudonyms.  Thanks  for  your  help,  you  can 
write  to  me  at  the  following  address:  Sue 
Rochman  c/o  IRC,  P.O.  Box  713,  Ithaca, 
New  York,  14850. 

Sincerely, 

_  Sue  Rochman 

B  Ithaca,  N.Y. 


Thanks  to  Dos  Lesbos 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  Building  Project  sponsored  a 
benefit  performance  of  the  musical  comedy, 
“Dos  Lesbos,”  to  help  raise  money  for  the 
construction  of  our  new  health  care  facility. 
The  play’s  two  performers.  Lea  DeLaria 
and  Kelley  Edwards,  were  generous  to  offer 
us  this  benefit  which  was  a  great  success. 

We  especially  want  to  publicly  thank  Lea 
DeLaria  who  first  approached  us  with  this 
idea  and  who  spent  an  enormous  amount  of 
her  time  and  energy  promoting  the  show  and 
selling  tickets  for  the  show  as  well  as  raffle 
tickets  at  Campus  and  Moonshine.  Her 
commitment  to  the  success  of  this  event,  to 
our  efforts  to  construct  a  new  facility  for  the 
Fenway,  and  to  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
Health  Center  is  an  inspiration  to  us. 

It’s  so  wonderful  that  one  of  our  com¬ 
munity’s  most  talented  members  is  also  one 
of  the  most  generous. 

Sincerely, 
Harry  Collings 

_  Cindy  Rizzo 

B  Boston,  Mass. 
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Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

GCN's  subscription  rates  are  for  within  the  'U.S.,  APO  &  FPO.  Foreign  subs,  add  50%,  payable  with  a 
postal  money  order.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated.  GCN  IS  published  by  the  non-profit,  ux-exempt  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  Ma.  02116. 


SPEAKING  OUT 


THE  Crii)SEN  FAMILY 


5lr\qtie'i'ecj? 


YeaVi,  V■ig^^T / / 


MT  ItklORE  HIM, 

mi...  Com  amp 
.  ^ir  With  me 

AMP  MeR‘f'1 


The  truth  about  Chastity  Bono 

Dear  GCN: 

Why  did  the  National  Enquirer  get  there 
first? 

Why  has  GCN  missed  out  on  the  biggest 
“is  she  or  isn’t  she?”  news  scoop  since 
Madonna  and  Sandra? 

Why  are  you  covering  the  Gay  Civil 
Rights  Bill  when  you  could  be  showing  pic¬ 
tures  of  Chastity  Bono  in  a  form-fitting  se- 
quinned  gown? 

Is  it  because  you  are  afraid  of  the  truth, 
afraid  you  will  inadvertently  reveal  the 
anaesthetic  realities  of  the  Chastity 
Bono/Liz  Smith/Pat  Buckley  love  triangle? 
How  much  money  did  they  give  you 
anyways? 

Besides,  Chastity  is  the  next  hottest 
woman  to  Jodie  Foster. 

If  she  can  tell  the  truth  to  the  National  En¬ 
quirer,  why  can’t  she  tell  the  truth  to  GCNl 

In  solidarity, 
Spandexa  Exmanfucker 
Leatheretta  Buick 
P.S.  When  is  GCA^  going  to  get  its  own  TV 
channel  like  the  Christian  Science  Monitorl 

m 

A  message  from  the  ladies 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  here  today  to  remember  the 
millions  of  unconceived  children  who  die 
EVERY  DAY  because  of  men’s  uncon¬ 
trollable  LUST.  We  refuse  to  stop  with  just 
protecting  unborn  babies,  because  we  know 
every  sperm  is  a  potential  president  of  the 
United  States  or  IBM,  another  Jerry 
Falwell,  or  even. ..a  Phyllis  Schlafly.  And 
yet: 

•  every  day  14  million  men  in  the  United 
States  masturbate,  and  MURDER  50  billion 
babies  by  letting  these  precious  sperm  be 
splattered  against  the  bathroom  wall,  lost  in 
the  sheets,  and  left  on  the  corduroy  seats  of 
porn  theatres. 

•  each  week  millions  of  young  boys  are 
indoctrinated  into  carrying  on  this  heinous 
tradition  and  no  one  SPEAKS  for  the 
SPERM. 

•  spermicidal  foam,  which  should 
rightfully  be  called  genocidal  foam,  is  found 
all  across  this  country  in  “family 
drugstores.” 

Well,  we  have  had  ENOUGH.  We  are 
here  to  say: 

MASTURBATION  IS  MURDER. 

EVERY  SPERM  IS  SACRED. 

PROTECT  THE  UNCONCEIVED. 
PASSPORTS  FOR  SPERM 

We  are  Ladies  Against  Women: 

Mrs.  William  Smith. 

Mrs.  Jonathon  Donnell. 

Mrs.  Robert  Welsch. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Jackson, 
H  and  many  others. 


How  can  you  support  Silber? 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Leonard  Zakim,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai B’rith.  — 
Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Zakim: 

1  am  sure  you  will  recall  the  furor  that  was 
raised  by  the  Anti-Defamation  League’s 
choice  of  John  Silber  for  its  Distinguished 
Public  service  award  last  fall.  As  a  member 
of  the  Committee  to  Fight  Bigotry  in  All  Its 
Forms,  1  helped  coordinate  a  demonstration 
protesting  this  award  at  Boston  University 
the  evening  of  the  ceremonies. 


Immediately  upon  hearing  of  your  inten¬ 
tion  to  bestow  this  honor,  members  of  the 
Committee  communicated  to  you  our  firm 
conviction  that  Mr.  Silber  was  an  inap¬ 
propriate  recipient  with  his  long  history  of 
defamation  against  gays  and  lesbians, 
feminists,  unionists,  students,  racial  and 
ethnic  communities,  people  concerned  with 
stopping  the  spread  of  AIDS,  and  those 
working  toward  achieving  diplomatic  solu¬ 
tions  in  the  alleviation  of  global  conflicts. 
We  shared  our  concerns  at  that  time  because 
we  knew  that  large  segments  of  the  com¬ 
munity  would  be  offended  and  estranged 
from  the  Anti-Defamation  League  if  the 
award  was  given  as  planned.  You,  however, 
ignored  these  concerns  and  refused  to  meet 
with  representatives  of  our  organization. 

Now  Mr.  Silber  has  come  under  fire  for 
his  comments  on  welfare  and  immigrants, 
which  many  interpret  as  racist,  and  about 
the  relative  dangers  of  alcohol,  which  ap¬ 
pear  misinformed  at  best.  And  most  recent¬ 
ly  he  has  equated  Jesse  Jackson’s  oratorical 
style  to  that  of  Adolf  Hitler,  and  defamed 
Jews  by  charging  that  the  “racism  of  Jews  is 
quite  phenomenal... If  you  are  goyim  con¬ 
sidering  becoming  a  Jew,  you  are  going  to  be 
second-class  in  that  synagogue.”  {Boston 
Sunday  Globe,  February  11,  1990) 

As  a  Jew  and  a  gay  man  I  am  dismayed 
and  offended  by  your  remarks  in  the  Tues¬ 
day,  February  13,  1990  issue  of  the  Boston 
Globe  virtually  excusing  and  justifying  this 
man’s  bigotry  when  you  assert  that  “he  is 
not  anti-Semitic”  and  his  comments  do  not 
change  “the  fact  of  his  friendship  toward 
the  Jewish  community  and  Israel.” 

Your  comments  concern  me  because  it 
seems  clear  that  you  cannot  see  what  has 
been  apparent  to  a  great  many  others  for  a 
long  time:  an  award  to  John  Silber  by  the 
ADL  is  a  discredit  not  only  to  other  disen¬ 
franchised  groups,  but  also  to  your  own 
constituency.  In  short,  it  is  an  affront  to 
good  caring  people  everywhere  who  have 
had  enough  of  Mr.  Silber’s  abuse. 

Therefore,  in  an  attempt  to  salvage  any 
semblance  of  credibility  of  the  ADL’s  award 
granting  process,  I  ask  that  you  make  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  public  admission  of  a  lapse  in 
judgment  in  granting  the  award  and  a 
repudiation  of  Mr.  Silber.  By  taking  this 
stand  you  would  show  your  willingness  to 
bring  the  ADL  back  to  its  mission  of  “com¬ 
bating  bigotry  in  all  its  forms.”  Anything 
less  would  signal  complicity  with  the  voice 
of  prejudice. 

Sincerely, 
Warren  Blumenfeld 
H  Boston,  MA 

Georgia  HIV  to  Alabama  HIYs: 
Keep  fighting! 

Dear  GCN: 

Tm  responding  to  the  situation  of  the 
Capshaw,  Alabama  HIV  inmates  who  are 
being  faced  with  that  so  call  judges  ruling. 
I’m  very  sorry  that  it  have  to  be  that  way  for 
you  all.  Me  myself.  I’m  an  HIV  Black  male 
and  we’ve  never  had  to  go  thru  such 
unhuman  behavior  such  as  you  all  are  going 
thru.  Yes!  We’ve  had  red  bags  to  put  all  our 
clothings  in  in  order  to  get  them  washed  and 
signs  on  our  cell  door  as  well  as  a  lot  of  other 
things.  But  thanks  to  a  law  suit  that  we  have 
filed,  things  are  looking  up.  That  judge  has 
no  compassion  and  no  knowledge  at  all  to 
what  we  (the  HIVs)  have  to  go  thru. 

If  an  officer  here  discloses  an  inmate’s 
condition  to  any  visitors,  this  is  unlawful 
and  you  can  put  his  ass  in  court!  I  wish  there 
was  something  I  could  do  to  help  you 
peoples,  but  as  you  may  know  I’m  fighting 


Taking  immunities  and 
pleasures  for  granted 


By  Joanna  Russ 

When  women-only  spaces  began  in  the 
late  1960s  (1  was  30  then  and  saw  a  lot  of  it 
from  the  beginning),  we  assumed  that  the 
men  we  were  keeping  out  were  straight  and 
that  gay  men  would  understand  what  it 
meant  for  an  oppressd  group  to  have  the 
autonomy  and  safety  of  its  own  space.  That 
some  do  and  write  to  the  GCN  to  say  .so  is 
heartening.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  Bob 
Kavin,  surely  candidate  for  Meanest  Creep 
of  the  Decade  (See  GCN  Jan.  7-13,  1990). 
On  the  third  hand,  we  have  Phil  Gauthier, 
whose  protest  I  take  to  be  serious  (See  GCN 
Feb.  18-24,  1990).  I  would  like  to  talk  to  it 
seriously. 

Oppression,  rather  than  a  box  in  which 
people  are  stuck,  is  an  account  of  the  forces 
in  people’s  lives.  Some  of  it  is  done  by  ob¬ 
vious  and  spectacular  bigotry  like  Kavin’s 
really  disgusting  lawsuit,  but  most  of  it  is 
merely  the  ordinary,  everyday,  com¬ 
monplace,  thoughtless,  “normal”  behavior 
of  those  who  take  for  granted  all  sorts  of  im¬ 
munities  they  don’t  even  know  they  have. 
Sixties  radicals  used  to  say  the  same  thing 
when  they  stated,  “If  you’re  not  part  of  the 
solution,  you’re  part  of  the  problem.”  Yes, 
men  can  be  carriers  of  oppression  even  when 
they  don’t  wish  to  be.  I  have  seen  too  much 
“decent,”  totally  thoughtless  behavior  in 
my  life  by  men  who  took  for  granted  that 
they  were  behaving  very  well  indeed.  And  I 
have  seen  men  who  are  not  like  this  suppress 
and  distort  by  their  very  presence  the 
consciousness-raising  and  political  work  go¬ 
ing  on  among  women.  Years  ago  I  dropped 
in  on  a  friend  I’d  known  for  years,  only  to 
be  told  by  her  that  she  had  Black  guests  and 
that  although  they  were  willing  to  accept  her 

—  she  was  highly  visible  as  a  radical  activist 

—  they  would  leave  if  any  white  person  they 
didn’t  know  arrived.  I  said  “O.K.”  and  left 
myself.  What  sort  of  ally  and  well-wisher 
would  1  have  been  to  stand  on  my  “rights” 
to  stay  —  and  fuck  up  other  people’s  work 
and  lives? 

Men  do  not  have  to  be  authoritarian  to  be 
authoritative  (I’m  quoting  Christine 
Delphy).  And  sexist  oppression  doesn’t  hap¬ 
pen  only  in  personal  relations.  Men  are 
engineered  into  oppressor  roles  against  their 
wills,  just  as  1  am  engineered  into  the  role  of 
racist  oppressor  by  my  very  position  in  the 
racist  system  and  into  a  class  oppressor  by 
my  position  in  the  class  system.  I  didn’t 
choose  any  of  these  and  I’m  not  a  bigot,  nor 
was  I  aware  when  I  was  growing  up  that  I 
had  immunities  and  pleasures  other  people 
did  not  —  and  that  I  had  them  because 
others  were  denied  them.  And  that  all  1  had 
to  do  to  make  sure  that  situation  continued 
was. ..nothing.  Nothing  at  all. 

Nonetheless  it’s  a  serious  business  to  have 
an  easy  life  because  so  many  other  people 
have  a  hard  one.  And  once  I’d  rebelled 


against  my  oppression  (which  was  sexist)  I 
was  pushed  into  examining  other  people’s 
and  to  doing  something  about  theirs. 

I  believe  Mr.  Gauthier  when  he  says  that 
being  a  gay  man  is  a  burden.  Not  being  a 
“real  man”  is  a  very  bad  thing  in  our 
culture.  I  know  —  after  all,  Tm  not  a  real 
man  either!  And  of  cour.se  gay  men  are  op¬ 
pressed  as  gay,  as  I  am  oppressed  because  I 
am  a  woman  and  because  I  am  lesbian,  and 
as  the  brilliant  Barbara  Smith  is  oppressed 
because  she  is  female  and  lesbian  and  Black, 
and  as  the  marvelous  poet  Chrystos  is  op¬ 
pressed  because  she  is  female  and  lesbian 
and  Native  American.  And  so  on. 

Mr.  Gauthier  talks  about  his  oppression? 
Fine!  Let  him  continue  to  do  so.  It’s  quite 
real.  Nor  does  his  sex  mean  that  he  has 
everything  he  wants  and  is  ecstatically  hap¬ 
py.  Of  course  not.  It  is  more  than  likely  that 
Mr.  Gauthier  is  not  a  bad  man.  But  he  lives 
in  a  bad  world  in  which  it’s  not  enough 
merely  to  complain  that  you  ’re  not  an  op¬ 
pressor  because  you ’ve  never  done  anything 
personally  nasty  to  a  woman.  I’ve  heard  gay 
men  say,  “How  can  I  oppress  women?  I 
never  have  anything  to  do  with  them.”  That 
was  just  what  I  felt  about  people  of  color 
when  I  was  fifteen.  I  don’t  want  Mr. 
Gauthier  (or  anyone  in  his  position)  to  be 
prostrated  by  guilt  —  that  is  pretty  silly  — 
but  he  is  responsible  for  doing  something  in 
a  system  from  which  he  benefits  in  some 
ways  even  when  in  other  ways  it  is 
persecuting  him.  And  one  way  he  can  do  this 
is  to  explore  “the  shame  of  not  oppressing 
women  sexually  and  not  being  a  real  man” 
and  the  pressures  on  men  to  be  MEN.  That 
would  be  a  service  to  everyone.  The  way 
men  are  engineered  to  be  oppressors  is  im¬ 
portant  to  know.  I  am  now  exploring  how  1 
was  engineered  to  be  a  racist  oppressor. 
Like,  “How  can  I  be  oppressing  people  of 
color?  There  aren’t  any  around,”  and  so  on. 
And  if  it  takes  a  little  lightly  applied  guilt  to 
get  the  Gauthiers  of  this  world  going,  O.K. 
(It  certainly  helped  me.) 

Let’s  hope  that  eventually  the  Gauthiers 
in  the  gay  liberation  movement  also  learn  — 
and  spell  out  —  the  unpleasant  pressures, 
like  being  able  to  keep  a  job,  which  keep  us 
oppressors  even  when  we  don’t  want  to  be. 

Does  anyone  have  any  projects  underway 
for  making  Bob  Kavin  uncomfortable  or  at 
least  the  target  of  some  kind  of  censure? 
Does  Crone’s  Harvest  need  money  for  the 
suit?  Where  can  we  send  it? 

[Ed.  note:  Bob  Kavin  has  initiated  the  pro¬ 
cess  to  file  a  complaint  with  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Commission.  He  has  not,  as 
of  yet,  filed  a  complaint  or  a  lawsuit,  so 
there  is  no  need  at  this  point  for  money  to 
support  Crone’s  Harvest  in  a  lawsuit.] 


the  fight  myself.  The  administration  here 
does  not  like  some  of  us,  but  what  the  hell, 
I‘m  just  as  crazy  as  well  as  smart  as  the 
system  thinks  they  are! 

Another  thing!  Never  ever  take  such  a 
good  case  as  that  one  to  the  state  courts. 
Take  it  to  the  federal  courts  for  a  better 
chance.  Please  don’t  be  sad.  It’s  not  good 
for  you  to  feel  or  be  that  way.  And  Please 
don’t  give  up!  In  order  to  get  what  we  want 
so  bad,  we  all  have  to  fight  and  work  our  lit¬ 
tle  asses  off.  Things  will  have  to  give! 
Because  it’s  WRONG  how  the  system  is  do¬ 
ing  HIV  inmates  across  the  country.  We  are 
humans  too!  It’s  about  time  we  stood  up 
and  fight  for  our  rights,  and  not  each  other. 

I  wonder,  do  that  judge  sleep  good  at 
night?  Thinking  about  how  he  did  all  of 
you!  I  wish  you  all  were  here  with  us. 
There’s  only  49  of  us.  Please  write.  And 
keep  up  the  good  fight!! 

Clifford  Kendrick 
EF-210156  A-unit  E-1  cell  53/3 
Star  Route 

H  Reidsville,  GA  30499 


Stronger  than  any  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

My  woman,  Karen  Morton,  wrote  you  in 
December  about  me.  She  stated  about  our 
love  and  of  how  she’d  be  leaving  here  while  I 
remain. 

Since  that  letter,  she’s  still  here  but  she 
and  1  have  been  separated,  me  being  at  one 
end  of  the  prison  while  she’s  at  the  other. 
However,  our  love  remains,  for  it’s  stronger 
than  any  prison. 

At  one  time  1  didn’t  believe  in  real  love,  as 
it  only  brought  pain  and  sorrow.  1  now  see 
love  from  a  different  angle.  If  anyone  sees 
love  as  I  once  did,  then  you  must  ask 
yourself  ‘Is  it  love?’.  But,  please,  don’t  give 
up,  for  when  that  one  comes  along,  even 
prison  walls  can’t  .stop  it. 

■Although  1  hate  prison.  I’m  thankful  for 
coming  here,  for  this  is  where  1  found  my 
‘star’. 

_  Mrs.  Cindi  Morton 

H  .Marysville,  OH  43040 
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Keith  Haring 

Keith  Haring,  a  New  York  artist  whose 
graffiti-style  graphics  became  some  of  the 
most  recognizable  political  statements 
about  AIDS,  died  of  the  disease  at  his  Man¬ 
hattan  home  on  February  16.  He  was  31 
years  old. 

Born  in  1958,  in  Kutztown,  Pa.,  Haring 
came  to  New  York  to  study  painting  at  the 
School  for  Visual  Arts  in  1978.  He  soon 
discovered  that  subway  graffiti  was  a  more 
vital  art  form  than  what  he  found  in  the 
galleries.  Haring  quickly  joined  the  street  ar¬ 
tists,  generally  using  white  chalk  on  the 
black  paper  covering  unused  advertising 
space.  In  spite  of  several  arrests  for  criminal 
mischief.  Haring  became  an  extremely 
popular  —  although  to  many,  unknown  — 
artist  who  reflected  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
street  life. 

Within  several  years  Haring’s  fame  grew 
and  he  garnered  42  one-person  shows,  as 
well  as  an  international  reputation.  His 
work  was  exhibited  in  the  1983  Sao  Paulo 
Bienal,  the  1984  Venice  Biennale,  and  is  in 
permanent  museum  collections  in  New 
York,  Paris,  Amsterdam  and  San  Francisco. 
Never  forgetting  his  urban  street  roots.  Har¬ 
ing  also  performed  such  public  art  as  a  1985 
mural  of  the  Ten  Commandments  for  the 
Musee  d’Art  Contemporain  de  Bordeaux  of 
France  and  a  300-foot  painting  of  interlock¬ 
ing  red  and  black  figures  on  the  Berlin  Wall. 
Haring  also  worked  with  oils  and  acrylics 
and  some  of  his  work  was  sold  for  as  high  as 
$350,000. 

While  such  prices  made  him  a  favorite 
with  galleries  and  dealers.  Haring  was  also 


IGNORRNCE  =  PEAR 


SILENCE  =  DEATHMcr’^r 

busy  adorning  T-shirts,  toys  and  posters 
with  his  creations  —  which  he  sold  at  his 
own  store,  called  the  Pop-Shop  —  as  well  as 
advertisements  for  Absolut  Vodka  and 
Swatch  watches.  While  such  low-brow 
venues  seemed  appalling  and  self-promoting 
to  some  critics,  they  certainly  contrasted 
with  the  expectations  of  the  more  formal  art 
world  and  ensured  that  Haring’s  work  was 
never  cut  off  from  a  broad-based  public  au¬ 
dience. 

Despite  the  commercialism.  Haring’s  ar¬ 
tistic  sentiments  remained  on  the  streets  and 
some  of  his  best  known  and  most  loved 
works  were  the  iconography  that  he  produc¬ 
ed  for  political  causes.  Besides  anti¬ 
apartheid  work.  Haring  was  known  for  his 
AIDS-related  work.  The  startling  simplicity 
of  his  cartoonish  graphics  juxtaposed  with 
immediately  recognizable  messages  made 
his  AIDS  drawings  a  remarkable  mixture  of 
elucidation,  empathy  and  education.  Har¬ 
ing  did  many  of  these  drawings,  such  as  the 
IGNORANCE  =  FEAR  sequel  to  the 
SILENCE  =  DEATH  logo  for  ACT  UP. 

Although  the  New  York  art  world  has 
been  hard  struck  by  the  AIDS  epidemic  in 
the  past  decade,  few  artists  had  the  courage 
to  be  public  about  their  sexuality  or  their 
health  status.  Haring  was  always  open  about 
his  gayness  and  about  being  a  person  with 
AIDS.  His  involvement  with  ACT  UP  was 
in  perfect  keeping  with  his  commitment  to 
public  and  populace  art,  and  also  a  reaffir¬ 
mation  of  the  grass-roots  origin  of  his  in¬ 
spirations. 

□  Michael  Bronski 


Tony 

Caporaletti,  Jr. 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Tony  Caporaletti,  Jr., 
of  Silver  Lake  died  Dec.  14,  1989  after  a  long 
illness  at  Miriam  Hospital  in  Providence,  R.l. 

He  was  a  regular  book  reviewer  and  freelance 
feature  writer  for  Edge  magazine.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  mother,  father,  10  brothers  and 
sisters,  paternal  grandmother,  two  nieces  and 
one  nephew. 

Tony  was  born  Nov.  17,  1952  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the  first  seven  years 
of  his  life.  His  family  later  moved  to  Seekonk, 

.Ma.ss.,  the  birthplace  of  his  mother.  He  grew 
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up  in  Seekonk  and  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

He  attended  the  University  of  Rhode  Island 
but  did  not  complete  a  degree  in  psychology. 

At  the  University  of  Rhode  Island  (URI), 
1970-1973,  Tony  became  active  in  political 
movements  including  the  antiwar  movement, 
abortion  rights,  when  it  was  illegal,  and  gay 
liberation.  He  was  a  member  of  Kingston  Gay 
Liberation,  the  student  group  at  URL 

After  leaving  URI,  Tony  became  a  typeset¬ 
ter  as  a  state  employee  for  the  student  news¬ 
paper.  At  this  time,  along  with  other  URI 
students  and  friends  in  Providence,  he 
became  the  publisher  of  a  gay  newspaper. 
Morning  Glory,  which  had  a  circulation  of 
about  3,000  and  was  distributed  around  New 
England.  It  was  the  first  gay  newspaper  in 
Rhode  Island.  As  a  result  of  his  activities  with 
Morning  Glory,  which  included  articles  on 
police  brutality  against  gay  people  in  Pro¬ 
vidence,  Caporaletti  and  his  family  were  har¬ 
assed  by  the  police  with  threatening  phone 
calls.  Two  writers  for  the  paper  were  arrested 
and  threatened.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Gay  Alliance. 

Caporaletti  also  wrote  for  an  underground 
newspaper.  The  Point,  during  this  time  per¬ 
iod.  Articles  were  primarily  about  acts  of  po¬ 
lice  brutality  including  one  article  on  a  raid  of 
a  local  cruising  area. 

In  1973,  Caporaletti  moved  to  Boston 
where  he  worked  at  various  typesetting  jobs 
until  he  joined  the  staff  of  Gay  Community 
News.  He  began  as  a  fundraiser  and  also  serv¬ 
ed,  at  various  times,  as  a  columnist  for  the 
paper’s  “Did  You  See?”  column,  classified 
ad  manager,  features  writer  and  office  mana¬ 
ger.  Caporaletti  was  a  prominent  figure  in  gay 
liberation  organizations  in  both  Providence 
and  Boston.  He  was  also  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Rhode  Island  to  the  first  New  England 
Gay  Conference. 

Caporaletti  moved  to  Los  Angeles  in  1979 
with  his  lover  at  the  time,  George  Dimsey. 
During  most  of  that  time,  Tony  was  a  typeset¬ 
ter  for  various  publishing  houses  around  the 
city.  In  1983  he  joined  the  staff  of  AIDS  Pro¬ 
ject  Los  Angeles  (APLA)  as  a  receptionist. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  was  to  serve  as 
Administrative  Assistant  to  the  executive  dir¬ 
ector  and  finally  as  Director  of  Office  Ser¬ 
vices. 

When  his  best  friend  came  down  with  j 
AIDS,  Caporaletti  left  APLA  to  get  away  - 
from  the  stress.  He  worked  for  a  year  at  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Services  of  Los 
Angeles  as  Administrative  Assistant  to  the 
Deputy  Director.  He  left  the  position  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  studies  of  psychology  at  Cal 
State/L.A..  In  Jan.  1988,  he  was  diagnosed 
with  ARC  and  had  to  withdraw  from  school. 

In  Sept.  1988  he  was  diagnosed  and  hospita¬ 
lized  with  Pneumocystis  pneumonia. 

He  published  book  reviews  as  a  regular  col¬ 
umnist  for  Edge  Magazine  and  began  to  write 
a  series  of  articles  based  on  his  experiences  of 
being  diagnosed  and  living  with  AIDS.  Some 
of  those  articles  were:  “Keeping  the  Ghosts 
Away,”  about  his  hospitalization  at  County 
use  Medical  Cener;  “Saquib,”  about  sex 
and  AIDS;  and  “AIDS  Superman,”  about 
his  first  visit  to  5P21  at  LACUSC. 

His  body  was  cremated  and  distributed  in 
the  ocean  by  his  family  and  friends.  A  private 
memorial  service  was  held  Dec.  12,  1989  in 
Providence,  and  a  public  memorial  service 
was  held  at  Los  Angeles’  Northern  Lights 
Alternative  House. 

In  lieu  of  flowers  it  is  suggested  that  dona¬ 
tions  be  made  to  Amnesty  International,  Save 
the  Children,  or  the  Necessities  of  Life  Pro¬ 
gram  at  APLA. 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  submit 
obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask  that 
obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and  limited  to  SOO 
words,  if  possible.  Include  a  photograph,  if  available. 
GCN  offers  writing  assistance  upon  request.  Contact  the 
News  department  if  you  have  any  questions  or  would 
like  to  make  a  submission. 


VCi/S 


Counseling  and  Consultation,  Inc. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  SPEAKER  SERIES:  “FAMILIES  IN  FOCUS” 
March  21;  Susan  Cooper,  Ed.D.,  and  Ellen  Glazer,  LICSW: 
“Beyond  Brave  New  World:  Social  and  Emotional  Considerations 
in  the  New  Reproductive  Technologies” 

April  25:  Marshall  Forstein,  M.D.:  “Generativity  in  Gay  Men: 
Parenting  and  Other  Options” 

Both  lectures  8-9: 50pm  at  Harvard  University’s  Gutman  Library,  Brattle  Street 
and  Appian  Way,  Cambridge.  Admission:  $10;  $15  with  CEU's. 

Call:  876-4488. 

lS6Vi  Hampshire  Street,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02139  (617)  876-4488 
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prying 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
f’/lt"  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 
Cl  Ccdl  us  for  cm.  estimate 

^  It  524-6822 

CitClTl^S  Monday  through  Friday, 

O  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


J 


healthy  teeth, 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  8.  Bankhead,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


COMPUTER  HELP 


software 


hardware 


networks 


•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 

thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


INSURANCE 

’'•Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
♦Flexible  payment  plans. 

♦  One  day  plate  service. 

♦No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

7820400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Rosiindale,  MA 

323'0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


><  ^ 

TAX  PREPARATION 

('•  iteceipt  of, 

MAXIMIZE  YbUR  REFUND! 

„  MINIMIZE  YOUR  TAXES! 

♦  Individual  •  Partnership  •  Corporate 

5SS  •  Year-round  guidance  and  planning 

■  *  0007601601  evening  and  weekend  appointments 

•  Reasonable  Rates  -  Professional  service 

Datavantage,Inc.  s  Hank  Gold 

552  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston  |  247-1283 

..  .  ■  —  ■  ^ 

SEX,  DATING  AND 
INTIMACY 

IN  THE  AGE  OF  AIDS 
A  Workshop  For  Gay  Men 

(with  Michael  Shemojf  author  oj  Hot,  Horny  &  Healthy) 


What  do  you  want  from  another  man? 

Are  you  getting  what  you  want 
i  from  the  men  in  your  life? 

How  has  the  health  erisis  affected  what  you 
want  and  need? 

Spend  the  day  making  new  friends  and  have  a  good  time 
playing  with  us  as  we  address  this  serious  topic. 

Saturday,  March  24,  10AM  imtil  6PM 

Arlington  Street  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  (Basement) 

(You  must  be  prompt  -  latecomers  will  not  be  admitted) 
Space  Is  limited  so  please  call  to  make  a  reservation: 
(617)437-6200,  ext.  298 

GAY  MALE  EDUCATION  AT  WORK 

presented  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  of  Massachusetts 


Armstrong 

Continued  from  page  I 

sexual  or  heterosexual.  Protect  the  children! 
There’s  nothing  in  the  Senator  from  Color¬ 
ado’s  amendment  that  provides  that  protec¬ 
tion.  Ours  does.” 

Kennedy’s  proposal  won,  97-1.  “The 
defeat  of  Armstrong’s  anti-gay  amendment, 
which  reinforced  the  lie  that  gay  people  are 
child  molesters,  is  a  signal  that  extremism  on 
the  Senate  floor  is  no  longer  going  to  carry 
the  day,”  said  NGLTF’s  executive  director, 
Urvashi  Vaid,  who  was  also  active  in  the 
quick  mobilization. 

Armstrong’s  anti-gay  attack  was  moti¬ 
vated  by  a  recent  agreement  made  between  a 
gay  legal  group  and  the  local  Big  Brothers 
chapter.  A  gay  man,  Jeff  Gould,  applied  to 
Big  Brothers  here  and  was  rejected  because 
he  is  gay.  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  entered  the  case  on  Gould’s 
behalf,  charging  that  the  policy  violated  the 
D.C.  Human  Rights  Ordinance. 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  took  up  the 
cause  and  picketed  a  major  Big  Brothers 
fundraiser  here  Sept.  23.  Less  than  a  month 
later,  on  Oct.  19,  the  organization’s  board 
unanimously  overturned  the  old  policy. 
“We  determined  that  it  was  no  longer  rele¬ 
vant  and  realistic  for  today’s  society,”  said 
Big  Brothers  director  Desiree  Griffin- 
Moore.  The  local  chapter  will  now  comply 
with  national  Big  Brother  and  Big  Sister 
policies  that  allow  gay  men  and  lesbians  to 
serve  unless  a  parent  objects. 

“It  [was]  yet  another  completely  unjusti¬ 
fied,  reprehensible,  offensive  attempt  by 
Armstrong  to  impose  his  narrow-minded 
view  on  the  District  of  Columbia  [that] 
opens  yet  another  loophole  in  D.C.’s 
Human  Rights  Code,”  said  Roger  Doughty, 
president  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Activists 
Alliance  of  Washington  and  organizer  of  the 
picket  against  Big  Brothers.  During  that 
demonstration.  Doughty  said,”It’s  out¬ 
rageous  to  perpetuate  the  worst  stereotype 
about  gay  men  as  being  unacceptable  role 
models  for  young  boys.  We’re  here  to  tell  in¬ 
fluential  donors  this  is  a  stain  on  Big 
Brothers  reputation.” 

“The  Senate  has  followed  up  on  the  ad¬ 
vances  we  made  on  the  Hate  Crimes  Bill,” 
said  HRCF’s  communications  director, 
Gregory  King.  “There  seems  to  be  a  grow¬ 
ing  awareness  by  the  Senate  that  gay  people 
are  not  going  to  sit  by  quietly  and  allow  our¬ 
selves  to  be  defamed  by  senators  like  Arm¬ 
strong  and  Helms.  This  was  a  major  victory 
in  a  short  amount  of  time  our  community 
can  be  proud  of,”  he  said. 

Statehood  issues  raised 

Armstrong’s  homophobic  attempt  re¬ 
newed  calls  for  D.C.  statehood  to  prevent 
Congressional  interference  in  local  affairs. 

“Anytime  members  of  Congress  attack 
D.C.  to  reverse  a  code  that  has  been  law 
since  1973,  they  provide  us  with  a  perfect  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  need  for  statehood,”  said 
NGLTF’s  Radecic.  Armstrong,  she  said,  . 
“has  a  real  problem  with  the  teeth  enforcing 
D.C.’s  Human  Rights  Ordinance.  He  does 
not  want  to  see  homosexual  people  having 
the  same  civil  rights  as  other  minority 
groups.  He  is  set  on  eroding  [the  law]  until 
there  is  barely  enough  power  left  to  be  one 
of  the  best  ordinances  in  the  country  when  it 
comes  to  protections  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation.”  □ 

Phone  sex 

Continued  from  page  I 

effort  to  avoid  another  defeat  in  the  courts, 
Joel  Dichter,  an  attorney  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  providers,  said  he  hoped  the  new  law 
would  meet  a  similar  fate.  He  and  Wolfson 
pointed  out  that  laws  limiting  speech  are 
supposed  to  be  written  so  as  to  have  the  least 
restrictive  effect.  Since  Helms  is  out  to 
“protect”  people  under  18  who  might  be 
“harmed”  by  hearing  something 
“indecent,”  allowing  their  parents  or  guar¬ 
dians  to  block  access  from  their  phones 
should  be  adequate.  The  proposed  law 
would  block  everyone’s  access  automatic¬ 
ally  and  would  force  those  who  want  to  use 
the  lines  to  go  out  of  their  way  to  sign  up. 

While  the  lawsuits  will  attempt  to  prevent 
the  federal  law  from  taking  effect,  how  the 
federal  government  plans  to  enforce  the  law 
once  it  does  take  effect  remains  unclear. 
Which  lines  will  come  under  attack? 
According  to  Dichter,  New  York  and 
California  are  by  far  the  most  successful 
states  for  the  phone  sex  business.  But  while 
local  phone  sex  businesses  in  those  states 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


generate  millions  in  revenues  annually,  there 
are  also  nation-wide  lines. 

For  those  communities  in  which  phone 
sex  is  available,  popular,  and  lucrative,  the 
outcome  of  the  battle  against  the  Helms  law 
may  have  a  wide  range  of  effects.  AIDS 
educators  and  safe-sex  advocates  have 
argued  that  phone  sex  is  an  important  op¬ 
tion  for  communities  affected  by  the  epi¬ 
demic,  especially  gay  men.  Lesbian  and  gay 
advocates  argue  that  the  gay  lines  are  espe¬ 
cially  important  to  people  in  the  closet,  who 
might  not  feel  they  have  any  other  way  of 
communicating  comfortably  with  other  gay 
people. 

Outweek  published  a  poll  in  which  several 
gay  weeklies  said  one  quarter  to  one  half  of 
their  ad  revenue  came  from  phone  sex  ads. 
Outweek  said  60  percent  of  its  own  revenue 
is  derived  from  the  ads. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Repeal 
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because  she  felt  its  purpose  was  to  tell  people 
what  to  do  and  say.  “I  have  the  position  that 
people  shouldn’t  be  silenced.  I  don’t  buy 
into  this  committee.  I’m  not  going  to  be  part 
of  it.  1  just  know  I’m  going  to  speak  when  I 
need  to  speak,”  said  Bowen. 

In  particular,  people  raised  concerns 
about  not  trusting  the  steering  committee. 
During  the  meeting,  the  Coalition’s  LaFon- 
taine  said  that  he  believed  that  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  some  members  of  the  steering 
committee  to  elect  people  to  the  open  steer¬ 
ing  committee  seats.  This  charge  was  sharp¬ 
ly  rejected  by  Gorton,  Arline  Isaacson  of 
MGLPC  and  others. 

Some  participants  felt  that  the  charges  of 
exclusion  of  groups  were  unfair  to  a  degree. 
Ellen  Zucker  of  NOW  told  GCN,  “While  it 
is  always  valid  to  ask  that  campaign  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  civil  rights  be  inclusive,  I  think 
it  was  precipitous  to  judge  that  the  steering 
committee  was  not  concerned  with  diversity, 
with  making  this  organization  inclusive.  It  is 
something  which  we'will  all  put  a  lot  of  work 
into.” 

Others  felt  that  the  organizing  was 
already  well  under  way,  and  that  the  failure 
to  contact  some  groups  about  the  process 
was  unfair.  Sharmeen  Islam  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
(AMALGAM)  said  that  her  group  had  not 
been  contacted  about  the  meeting.  “I  hope 
that  there  will  be  at  least  one  person  on  the 
steering  committee  who  represents  a  people 
of  color  organization,”  she  said.  “These  are 
very  different  spheres,  grassroots  organizing 
and  legislative  lobbying.  People  of  color  and 
grassroots  activists  should  be  involved  in 
this  process,”  said  Islam. 

Vivian  Carlo  of  Lesbianas  Latinas  (Lesla) 
said  that  as  far  as  she  knew,  her  group  had 
not  been  contacted  about  the  meeting 
either.  “With  something  as  serious  as  the 
gay  rights  bill,  we  need  as  many  voices  as 
possible.  We  can’t  let  differences  of  race  and 
class  divide  us,”  she  said. 

Jack  Lo  of  AMALGAM  said  that  he 
would  not  be  involved  in  the  campaign 
against  the  referendum.  “I  am  just  so 
burned  out  with  working  with  the  main¬ 
stream  gay  and  lesbian  community.  I  share 
this  common  goal  with  them  —  the  bill  — 
but  the  community  at  large  is  not  very  toler¬ 
ant  of  the  existence  of  people  of  color.  They 
have  to  learn  about  minority  groups  and 
their  needs.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  group  to  plan  the 
referendum  campaign  will  be  held  March  24 
at  10  a.m.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Commu¬ 
nity  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  St., 
Boston.  □ 

Ed  Boyce  and  Carrie  Wofford  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  story. 
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IMAGES  OF  WOMEN 


International  women’s  music 

Sounds  from  around  the  world  helped  make  1989’s  women’s  music  recordings 
among  the  best  in  recent  memory 


BY  CAROLINE  FOTY 

The  late  ’89  harvest  of  music  by 
women  was  the  richest  in  recent 
memory.  Overwhelming,  in  fact. 
Every  time  I  got  a  grip  on  writing  this  round- 
up,  some  new  wonder  dropped  into  the 
mailbox.  It’s  a  cause  for  celebration  when 
even  one  recording  like  these  is  released,  and 
last  year  we  got  a  handful.  Clip  this  article 
for  your  shopping  list! 

Altazor  (Redwood) 

If  you  like  Latin/American  New  Song 
music  and  revel  in  the  myriad  colors  of  Latin 
percussion... if  you  can’t  resist  the  rhythmic 
energy  —  and  were  excited  when  you  heard 
Sabia  because  the  primary  band  members 
were  women  —  then  Altazor’s  debut  album 
is  for  you.  Altazor  is  a  four-woman  ensem¬ 
ble  whose  members  draw  upon  diverse 
backgrounds  (Chile,  Cuba,  Venezuela, 
U.S.)  to  create  inspiring  performances  of 
music  from  Chile,  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  and 
Argentina. 

It  is  immediately  obvious  that  each 
woman  in  Altazor  is  a  superior  performer  in 
her  own  right.  The  rhythms  percolate  with 
the  distinctive  sounds  and  colors  of  wooden 
flute  and  a  dozen  percussion  instruments, 
and  the  whole  is  underlain  by  intricate  and 
insistent  guitar  and  mandolin  work.  Lici 
Puentes  —  who  sings  most  of  the  lead  vocals 
—  has  a  beautiful  and  powerful  voice,  rich 
and  dark  in  timbre.  Jackeline  Rago,  the 
other  primary  singer,  has  the  kind  of  sound 
you’d  expect  to  hear  calling  out  from  a 
hillside  across  a  valley  —  assertive,  strong, 
and  natural. 

The  group  brings  its  talents  to  a  collection 
of  songs  that  focus  on  the  struggles  of  peo¬ 
ple  reaching  out  for  freedom  and  peace, 
learning  to  do  their  own  part  as  well  as  they 
can.  The  most  beautiful  are  three  songs 
taken  from  a  cantata  called  “La  vida  vence  a 
la  muerte/Life  defeats  death”  by  Chilean 
artists  Fernando  Torres  and  Leonardo 
Cereceda.  The  cantata  was  written  to  honor 
Carmen  Gloria  Quintana  and  Rodrigo  Ro¬ 
jas  De  Negri,  two  young  people  who  were 
beaten  and  set  on  fire  by  Chile’s  President 
Phiochet’s  police  during  a  national  strike  in 
1986.  Rojas  De  Negri,  who  had  been  living 
with  his  mother  in  the  U.S.  since  1973,  died 
from  his  injuries.  Quintana  has  recoverd, 
and  continues  to  work  for  freedom  in  Chile. 
With  poetic  lyrics  and  melting  music, 
the  songs  protest  the  injustice  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  perpetrated  the  attack,  and  en¬ 
courage  people  to  draw  inspiration  .from 
Quintana’s  survival. 

Los  que  sacan  una  lista  son  los  mismos  ter- 
roristas 

Those  who  publish  the  ban  are 
themselves  the  terrorists 
Los  que  fueron  ordenados  contra  un 
pueblo  desarmado 

Those  who  were  ordered  against  a 
defenseless  people 

Los  que  apagan  con  la  fuerza  a  los  ninos  su 


entereza 

Those  who  extinguish  with  force  the 
integrity  of  children 

Los  que  viven  en  desvelo  son  sus  proprios 
carceleros. 

Those  who  live  in  wakefulness  are 
their  own  jailers. 

_  (“Los  Carceleros/The  Jailers”) 

Carmen  se  queda  para  el  futuro 
Carmen  remains  for  the  future 
Con  ella  Rodrigo  vive  por  siempre 
With  her  Rodrigo  lives  forever 
Carmen  se  queda  ya  es  seguro 

Carmen  remains,  that  is  certain 
Con  ella  la  vida  vence  a  la  muerte... 

With  her  life  defeats  death. . . 

Con  ella  la  vida  se  hace  mas  vida... 

With  her  life  takes  on  greater  life... 

(“La  vida  vence  a  la  muerte”) 
Each  song  on  the  album  evokes  a  spirit  of 
hope  and  strength,  whether  speaking  of 
return  from  exile,  lamenting  the  death  of  a 
child,  or  sorting  out  life’s  conflicting 
demands.  If  there  were  justice  in  the  world, 
Altazor  would  get  a  Grammy  and  become 
instantly  famous.  They  combine  cultural  in¬ 
tegrity,  musical  excellence,  and  passion  for 
justice  into  a  recording  that  is  satisfying  on 
many  levels.  This  has  to  be  declared  the  best 
album  of  the  year;  but  (you  knew  there’d  be 
a  but!)  it  has  to  share  that  position  with... 

Libana  —  Sojourns  (Shanachie) 

I  have  loved  the  work  of  Libana  for  many 
years.  In  concert  they  are  a  multi-media  ex¬ 
perience  blending  dance,  international  in¬ 
strumental  virtuosity,  a  wealth  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  music  of  many  nations,  and 
the  ability  to  perform  convincingly  in  at 
least  a  dozen  languages.  At  a  recent  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  D.C.  area  they  sang  in  Spanish, 
Quechua,  Arabic,  Berber,  Hebrew,  Ladino, 
Greek,  Hawaiian,  Bulgarian,  and  probably 
some  I’ve  forgotten.  Their  music  is  a  must 
for  every  woman  who  hasn’t  got  the  time 
and  resources  to  travel  to  all  of  these  places 
herself  in  search  of  women’s  culture  and 
oral  tradition.  After  years  of  releasing  their 
own  recordings,  it  is  a  happy  event  to  see 
Libana  appear  on  a  label  well-respected  in 
international  folk  and  traditional  music. 
The  commitment  that  all  of  these  ac¬ 
complishments  require  should  not  be 
underestimated.  It  involves  the  transcrip¬ 
tion  of  music  from  recordings,  many  hours 
of  coaching  and  practice  in  pronunciation 
of  difficult  sounds,  and  the  endless  around- 
the-world  quest  for  new  material  and  people 
who  can  help  the  group  understand  the 
material. 

The  end  result  is  an  inspiring  mix  of  inter¬ 
national  music.  Libana  is  skilled  at  varying 
its  vocal  styles  to  suit  the  music,  especially  in 
producing  the  unique  sounds  of  Eastern 
European  song.  They  have  also  learned  to 
play  instruments  from  many  cultures;  in 
particular,  Marytha  Paffrath  has  made 
herself  a  one-woman  international  percus¬ 
sion  section;  and  Beth  Cohen,  Lisa  Bosley, 


and  Linda  Ugelow  have  studied  in  Hungary 
with  members  of  the  folk  revival  movement 
there. 

Each  song  on  Sojourns  tells  of  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  women,  or  is  taken  from  music 
sung  exclusively  by  women.  These  songs 
from  around  the  world  come  with  their  own 
cultural  contexts. 

Songs  from  Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria  are 
sung  by  women  working  together.  Much  of 
the  daily  work  in  these  countries  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  sex-segregated,  and  often  two 
women  whose  voices  are  well-matched 
become  singing  partners  for  life. 

The  Greek  tunes  selected  for  Sojourns  are 
traditionally  played  and  sung  by.the  bride’s 
friends  and  family  during  wedding  proces¬ 
sions.  The  haunting  ‘O!  Que  Mueve  Mezes” 
is  a  Sephardic  song  about  the  birth  of  a  child 
and  the  child’s  welcome  by  the  women 
assembled  to  help  the  mother.  “Sovev 
galgal  rechaim”  is  sung  by  Yemenite  women 
grinding  flour.  From  the  Transylvania 
region  of  Romania  comes  a  medley  of  tunes 
learned  from  the  isolated  Hungarian  com¬ 
munities  that  have  been  eradicated  by  the 
Romanian  government.  And  from  the  in¬ 
digenous  people  of  Bolivia  come  two  songs 
taken  from  the  traditional  singing  of 
Quechua  women  in  the  Andes.  The  im¬ 
possibly  high-pitched  vocals  combined  with 
the  deep  boom  of  the  bombo  create  a 
fascinating  texture  on  these  songs.  “Ad 
Cethent  Tulas,”  learned  from  an  Algerian 
feminist  group  called  Djurdjura,  has  an  ir¬ 
resistible  lilting  melody,  and  offers  a  tan¬ 
talizing  glimpse  of  another  nation’s  feminist 
music. 

This  may  sound  corny,  but  listening  to 
this  record  can  make  you  believe  in  an  inter¬ 
national  family  of  women.  It’s  also  a  great 
antidote  to  the  American  “culture”  ladled 
out  over  us  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  (Is 
anyone  really  happy  about  the  idea  that  an 
unrequited  desire  for  Lee  500  jeans  might 
have  brought  down  the  Berlin  Wall?) 
Besides  making  you  feel  very  happy,  this 
album  creates  a  desire  for  more  and  brings 
up  lots  of  questions:  Can  Libana  find  songs 
from  the  vital  activism  of  Black  South 
African  women,  or  the  lives  and  work  of 
Native  American  women?  Is  there  a 
women’s  tradition  of  song  among  the  Gaelic 
speakers  in  western  Ireland  whose  language 
was  nearly  killed  by  19th  century  British  im¬ 
perialism?  Is  there  any  traditional  women’s 
culture  in  Scandinavia? 

Libana’s  dedication  to  its  mission  con¬ 
tinues  to  bring  us  inspiring  music.  Sojourns 
belongs  in  the  collection  of  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  women,  international  culture,  or 
world  peace.  Even  in  a  year  of  excellent 
music  this  album  stands  out  as  something 
special. 

Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  —  Tendresse  (Olivia) 

A  lot  of  women  have  been  waiting  for  this 


one.  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  has  captured 
hearts  all  over  the  U.S.  with  her  magical 
whistle  and  her  rich,  personal  vocal  expres¬ 
sion.  Tendresse  offers  many  love  songs  and 
will  probably  please  all  those  waiting  fans. 

Mixing  together  songs  in  French  and 
English,  Tremblay  evokes  both  the 
similarities  and  differences  of  our  Canadian 
neighbors.  “After  the  nwreh  we  tried  to  buy 
a  paper  in  Washington,  D.C. /There  were 
papers  from  Egypt,  Lebanon,  Moscow  and 
Australie/But  the  news  we  wanted  most  of 
ail  Was  news  from  Montreal  (as  you  say, 
Montreal)/But  there  was  no  news  at  all.” 
(“Tour  Song”) 

Her  gift,  for  writing  melody  becomes 
much  more  apparant  when  her  lyrics  are  in 
French.  In  the  English  songs  the  tunes  are 
repetitive  and  almost  conversational  (and 
even  occasionally  dull,  as  in  the  sweet  but 
musically  boring  “Daddy’s  Song”).  When 
setting  French  lyrics,  however,  Tremblay’s 
melodic  range  broadens  and  the  music  takes 
on  a  momentum  that  engages  the  listener. 
Especially  satisfying  musically  are 
“Absence”  and  “Montreal.” 

Tremblay  does  not  focus  only  on  matters 
of  the  heart,  however.  “Politique” 
chronicles  her  meditations  on  a  conversa¬ 
tion  among  her  band  members  that  started 
when  her  producer-arranger-keyboard 
mastermind  Daniel  Loyer  said,  “Is  there  a 
place  on  the  earth  where  I  can  live  and  be 
proud?”  This  question  should  strike  the 
heart  of  anyone  with  a  political  conscience, 
and  it  makes  for  an  unlikely  but  compelling 
song. 

Y  a-t-il  une  place  dans  I’univers 
Is  there  a  place  in  the  universe 

Ou  I’argent  n’achete  pas  la  guerre? 

Where  money  does  not  buy  war? 

Vouloir  tout  croire  et  ne  rien  voir 

Wanting  to  believe  everything  and 
notice  nothing... 

On  est  comme  des  pions  en  silence. 

We  are  like  pawns  in  silence,  ■ 

On  travaille  et  puis  on  prend  des 

vacances... 

We  work  and  then  we  go  on 
vacation... 

On  the  other  hand,  “Peaking”.  —  which 
tackles  teen  suicide  —  put  me  off  because 
it’s  the  bounciest  music  on  the  album.  The 
mood  and  the  subject  are  so  contrary  that 
they  cancel  one  another  out,  leaving 
nothing.  And  “Two  Lives,”  which  makes 
potent  points  about  the  killing  compromises 
we  make  to  survive  in  the  public  world,  is 
dragged  down  by  a  dirge-like  tune,  the 
song’s  potential  unfulfilled. 

With  the  last  song  on  Tendresse, 
“Seventh  House,”  Tremblay  achieves  a  syn¬ 
thesis  of  melody,  the  English  language  and 
her  theme  of  love.  The  seventh  house  of  an 
astrological  chart  is  the  part  that  affects 
relationships,  and  “Seventh  House”  is  a 
gentle  song  that  brings  tears  to  the  eyes. 

The  album  also  includes  live  tracks 
recorded  in  the  acoustic  beauty  of  Harvard 
University’s  Sanders  Theater  that  are  ac¬ 
companied  by  keyboards,  guitars,  viola, 
and  audience.  This  location  is  particularly 
flattering  to  Tremblay’s  simple  and  loving 
rendition  of  the  folksong  “The  Water  is 
Wide.”  The  studio  tracks  are  more  fully  or¬ 
chestrated  with  synthesizers  and  other 
backup  musicians. 

Tremblay  is  playing  and  singing  better 
than  ever,  and  has  the  gift  of  making  a  per¬ 
sonal  connection  with  her  listeners.  If  Olivia 
Records  is  more  frequently  “decamp[ing] 
from  the  women’s  music  posse,”  as  Joe 
Brown  wrote  in  the  Washington  Post  recent¬ 
ly,  then  we  should  be  grateful  that  someone 
as  talented  as  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  is  still 
willing  to  sing  to  us  about  our  ambiguous 
position  in  the  world. 

Faith  Nolan  —  Freedom  to  Love  (Redwood) 

This  is  Faith  Nolan’s  third  album  —  her 
first  on  a  U.S.  label  —  and  like  Lucie  Blue 
Tremblay,  she  is  from  north  of  the  border. 
But  Nolan’s  Canada  is  the  Canada  of  work¬ 
ing  class  Black  neighborhoods.  Black  and 
Native  American  foremothers,  and  ever¬ 
present  racism.  Feminism  used  to  be  about 
“making  the  connections”  among  society’s 
oppressions  —  Nolan  still  makes  these  con¬ 
nections  and  does  not  let  up.  Her  voice  is 
strong,  with  a  plaintive  edge  that  drives 
home  the  angry  lines  and  slips  insinuatingly 
around  the  happier  ones. 

There’s  a  lot  of  blues  energy  here,  and  not 
just  in  Gertrude  “Ma”  Rainey’s  delightful 
“Prove  It  On  Me  Blues”  from  the  1920s 
(“Went  out  last  night  with  a  crowd  of  my 
friends/they  must  have  been  women  cause  I 
don’t  like  men/they  say  I  do  it/ain’t  nobody 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Holly  Robinson  (I)  and  Katy  Boyer  in  ‘21  Jump  Street’ 

Jump  for  my  love 


It's  not  every  day  that  a  popular  television  program 
focuses  on  a  teenage  lesbian,  but  a  recent  ‘21 
Jump  Street’  did  just  that.  Not  to  mention  the  good 
music  and  great  fashion  statements. 


BY  SHELLEY  MAINS 

ne  of  the  nice  things  about  my  last 
job  —  working  as  a  sex  education 
teacher  in  public  schools  —  was 
that  it  gave  me  an  excuse  to  watch  lots  of  TV 
shows  and  movies  popular  with  kids.  I’ve 
personally  always  loved  to  watch  teen  fare; 
never  did  1  dream  it  would  bolster  my 
career.  But  in  the  classroom  I  found  that 
episodes  from  television  and  the  movies 
could  be  the  perfect  jumping-off  point  for 
discussions  on  many  topics.  The  same  kids 
who  coolly  refused  to  share  their  opinions 
on  relationships,  families,  sexuality,  or 
anything  else  in  the  abstract,  eagerly  jumped 
in  with  insights  and  values  galore  when  it 
came  to  exploring  the  personal  lives  of  TV 
characters.  If  I  ever  had  trouble  getting  a 
concept  across,  a  student  might  refer  to  a  re¬ 
cent  show  to  illustrate  my  point.  And  while  I 
felt  frustrated  in  pushing  kids  on  their  often 
frighteningly  sexist  and  homophobic  at¬ 
titudes,  I  found  that  we  could  sometimes 
break  these  down  by  discussing  the 
characters’  motivations  in  a  particular 
scene. 

Given  the  rampant  sexism,  racism, 
homophobia,  and  violence  portrayed  in 
most  gems  of  pop  ular  media,  it  is  especially 
gratifying  when  shows  with  big  teenage  au¬ 
diences  turn  out  to  be  refreshingly  inoffen¬ 
sive,  even  intelligent.  That’s  why  I’m  hook¬ 
ed  on  “21  Jump  Street.”  It’s  a  TV  show 
about  a  multi-racial  bunch  of  hip,  barely- 
out-of-adolescence  cops.  They’re  detectives 
who  go  undercover  to  tackle  crimes  involv¬ 
ing  youth.  While  the  “teen  issues”  like 
drugs,  gangs,  and  date  rape  get  sensa¬ 
tionalized  on  cop  shows  all  the  time,  what’s 
neat  about  “21  Jump  Street”  is  that  we  get 
to  identify  with  kids  for  a  change.  The 
“heroes”-  are  the  young  detectives  —  who 
frequently  experience  personal  and  moral 
crises,  a  far  cry  from  most  law-and-order 
dudes  on  TV.  And  as  the  detectives  are  pull¬ 
ed  into  the  lives  of  kids  involved  in  various 
crises,  the  viewers  are  drawn  along.  The 
show  generally  presents  sympathetic,  com¬ 
plex  teen  characters,  rather  th^n  superficial 
stereotypes  of  adolescent  “criminals”  and 
“victims,”  and  gives  context  and  motiva¬ 
tions  for  their  actions.  Of  course,  “21  Jump 
Street”  is  also  a  hit  with  kids  —  and  many  of 
us  post-teenagers  —  because  the  plots  are 
engrossing,  the  characters  appealing,  and 
each  episode  is  packed  with  good  music  and 
great  fashion  statements. 

Given  all  of  this,  1  was  excited  to  hear 
through  the  lesbian  grapevine  (and  then  in 
TV  Guide)  that  “21  Jump  Street”  was  going 
to  feature  a  “lesbian  episode.”  While  I’m 
always  fearful  of  how  crime  shows  present 
lesbians  (often  as  venomous  criminals  or 
hysterical  victims),  I  had  some  faith  that  this 
show  could  reasonably  handle  the  topic. 
They’d  done  a  good  job  on  an  episode  about 
abortion  clinic  violence;  this  seemed  a  good 
barometer  of  the  show’s  ability  to  in¬ 


telligently  present  a  controversial  topic, 
without  sacrificing  entertainment  for 
preachiness. 

The  much-awaited  episode,  entitled 
“Change  of  Heart”  (with  music  by  Paula 
Abdul)  aired  in  mid-January  (repeats  are  no 
doubt  soon  to  follow).  It  opens  with  the 
murder  of  Evelyn  Marks,  a  popular  high 
school  teacher.  She  had  been  an  en¬ 
vironmental  activist  who  encouraged  her 
students  to  take  action;  she  had  also  been 
advisor  to  the  high  school  newspaper.  The 
group’s  captain,  Adam  Fuller  (Steven 
Williams),  and  the  show’s  only  star  female 
detective,  Judy  Hoffs  (Holly  Robinson),  go 
undercover  —  he  as  a  teacher,  she  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  —  to  investigate.  Hoffs  becomes  in¬ 
volved  in  the  school  newspaper.  (Where  did 
Judy  suddenly  develop  top-knotch  graphic 
layout  skills?  These  detectives  amaze  me.) 
She  meets  and  befriends  the  articulate  and 
savvy  student  editor,  Megan  Bennett  (Katy 
Boyer).  Megan  is  quite  broken  up  over  her 
teacher’s  death,  even  to  the  point  of  obses¬ 
sion,  and  Hoffs  begins  to  suspect  she  knows 
something  about  the  murder.  The  plot 
thickens,  and  it  becomes  clear  that  Megan 
thinks  she’s  gay. 

As  the  episode  unfolds,  it’s  revealed  that 
the  teacher’s  murder  took  place  outside  a 
lesbian  bar,  and  the  question  of  “whodun¬ 
nit”  is  interwoven  with  the  story  of  Megan’s 
sexual  identity  and  the  broader  issue  of 
homophobia.  The  show  also  focuses  on  our 
hero  Judy  Hoffs’  reaction  to  Megan’s  sex¬ 
uality  (and  her  own),  which  I  found  im¬ 
pressive.  If  there’s  anything  that  currently 
straight  —  as  well  as  gay  and  questioning  — 
kids  need  to  see  in  the  media,  it’s  explicit 
models  of  other  “cool”  straight  kids  who 
accept  gay  people  and  are  open  to  questions 
about  their  own  desires. 

Hoffs  emerges  as  such  a  role  model  in  The 
Kiss  Scene  and  its  aftermath.  At  a  memorial 
gathering  for  Marks  at  the  principal’s 
house,  Megan  gets  a  little  drunk  and  spills  li¬ 
quor  on  her  blouse.  She  and  Hoffs  run  into 
the  bathroom.  There  we  see  Megan’s 
vulnerability  for  the  first  time.  She  sobs  to 
Hoffs  about  how  horrible  she  feels,  and  how 
scared  she  is  (though  we’re  left  wondering 
about  what).  To  comfort  Megan,  the  detec¬ 
tive  puts  an  arm  around  her  and  asks  what 
she’s  so  frightened  about.  Then,  still  sobb¬ 
ing,  Megan  turns  to  Hoffs  and  tenderly 
strokes  her  friend’s  cheek  before  taking 
Hoffs’  face  into  her  hand  and  gently  plan¬ 
ting  a  kiss  on  her  lips.  As  drama  would  have 
it,  Megan  then  runs  off,  leaving  Hoffs  sit¬ 
ting  stunned. 

When  Hoffs  finally  gets  that  shocked 
look  out  of  her  face  and  emerges  from  the 
bathroom  (it  takes  all  of  a  commercial 
break),  she  runs  to  Captain  Fuller’s  house  to 
tell  him  she  now  thinks  Megan  is  gay.  She 
explains  that  Megan  kissed  her,  but  lies,  say- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


The  Handmaid’s 
Tale 


The  film  version  of  Margaret  Atwood’s  novel  comes 
to  the  screen  with  its  dyke  subplot  intact,  but 
ultimately  feels  like  a  missed  opportunity 


BY  NATALIE  DIFFLOTH 


Set  in  the  domain  of  a  futurist  fascist 
regime  dominated  by  a  Bible-thump¬ 
ing,  terrorist-fighting  right  wing. 
The  Handmaid’s  7a/e  quickly  takes  us  in  for 
a  drama  of  fast-paced  political  suspense. 
The  dynamic,  star-studded  cast  of  char¬ 
acters  includes  Natasha  Richardson  as  Kate, 
protagonist  and  Handmaid;  Elizabeth 
McGovern  as  Moira,  very  hot  feisty  dyke 
and  queen  of  resistance;  Faye  Dunaway  as 
Serena  Joy,  Wife  and  washed-up  celebrity 
with  Phyllis  Schlafly-style  hair;  Robert 
Duvall  as  Fred,  the  Commander  and  Right 
Wing  higher-up;  and  Aidan  Quinn  as  Nick, 
chauffeur-by-day,  opposition-leader-by¬ 
night. 

Adapted  from  Margaret  Atwood’s  best¬ 
selling  novel.  The  Handmaid’s  Tale  depicts 
the  haunting  atmosphere  of  a  society  where 
a  deadly  combination  of  events  has 
transpired:  a  highly  toxic  environment  has 
caused  wide-spread  sterility  while  a  regime 
capitalizing  on  this  promotes  a  system  to 
isolate  fertile  women  so  they  may  reproduce 
for  the  elite.  These  fertile  women  are 
dubbed  Handmaids. 

The  film  opens  on  the  scene-of  an  attempt¬ 
ed  escape.  Near  the  border  of  the  Republic 
of  Gilead,  Kate,  her  husband  and  daughter 
climb  through  the  snowy  hills  trying  to  cross 
into  a  freer  land,  but  they  are  stopped  by  an 
armed  border  patrol.  Kate’s  husband  is  kill¬ 
ed  and  her  daughter  apparently  abandoned, 
while  Kate  herself  is  “spared”  and  deported 
to  a  location  for  fertility  testing  and  torture. 
Upon  her  positive  test  result  —  which  saves 
her  from  the  toxic  waste  dump  prisons 


did,”  they  respond.  “What  is  she?”  “She’s 
a  whore....  She  deserves  the  pain.”  Fertility 
is  a  gift  to  be  valued  at  all  costs.  And  as 
Serena  Joy,  the  Wife  in  the  family  Kate  is 
later  placed  with,  puts  it,  “A  baby  would 
make  my  life  whole.  Don’t  you  know  that?” 

This  is  just  the  beginning  of  Kate’s  adven¬ 
tures.  The  tale  continues,  following  Kate  at 
her  placement  with  Serena  Joy  and  the 
Commander,  and  in  her  allegiances  with 
Ofglen  (Blanche  Baker),  a  Handmaid  pledg¬ 
ed  to  the  resistance  movement,  and  Nick, 
the  Commander’s  chauffeur.  The  pace 
heightens  when  the  Commander  begins  in¬ 
viting  Kate  to  his  study  late  at  night,  offer¬ 
ing  her  forbidden  privileges  such  as  playing 
Scrabble  and  reading  Vogue.  The  ante  is 
further  raised  when  it  becomes  clear  that  the 
Commander  is  infertile,  a  fact  for  which 
Kate  will  be  punished  if  she  does  not  become 
pregnant.  (They  don’t  test  the  men.) 

For  critique’s  sake,  it’s  important  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  ending  here.  Repeatedly 
throughout  the  film,  we  are  shown  ways  in 
which  the  heterosexual,  nuclear  family  is  an 
institutionalized  sickness,  rape  an  enforced 
standard,  and  women  a  brutally  demeaned 
class.  Yet  at  the  end  of  the  film  what  we  find 
is  a  romanticization  of  heterosexuality  and 
heterosexual  love,  with,  yup,  you  got  it,  a 
baby  in  the  picture  too.  Kate  is  left  barefoot 
and  pregnant  (literally)  and  waiting  expec¬ 
tantly  for  her  man  to  come  back  from  the 
fight.  This  results  in  a  very  mixed  message 
for  the  politics  and  content  of  the  film. 
What  were  the  filmmakers  thinking 
anyway? 


Elizabeth  McGovern  (I)  and  Natasha  Richardson  in  ‘The  Handmaid‘s  Tale’ 


labelled  “the  Colonies”  —  she  is  brought  to 
a  training  center  for  Handmaids.  Here  she 
meets  Moira,  incriminated  for  “gender 
treachery.”  “I  like  girls,”  Moira  says  when 
she  and  Kate  first  exchange  stories. 

Although  the  two  never  quite  make  it  to 
bed  (oh,  couldn’t  the  filmmakers  have  given 
us  just  a  little  more  beyond  that  fleeting 
touch?),  it  is  Moira  who  teaches  Kate  the 
ropes  and  essentially  makes  her  emotional 
survival  possible.  This  is  no  mean  feat  in  the 
context  of  the  training  center  where  the  two 
are  lodged.  Presided  over  by  the  chilling 
despot  Aunt  Lydia  (Victoria  Tennant),  the 
women  are  to  be  indoctrinated  for  the 
reproductive  positions  they  will  soon  be  fill¬ 
ing  in  the  homes  of  Wives  and  Com¬ 
manders,  the  ruling  elite  who  desire 
children. 

At  the  center,  the  Handmaids-to-be  are 
told  of  the  olden  days,  before  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  when  women  were  lazy,  refused  to 
have  children,  and  thus  blatantly  denied  ser¬ 
vice  to  God  and  their  country.  Those 
women,  it  is  said,  misunderstood.  “In  those 
days,”  Aunt  Lydia  says,  “we  had  freedom 
from;  now  we  have  freedom  to.”  Now 
women  reproduce.  Now  they  obey  men  and 
God.  Now  they  are  respected  —  have  a 
place,  a  role,  and  are  protected,  apparently. 

Or  apparently  not.  If  a  woman  is  raped, 
the  regime  dictates,  it  is  always  the  woman’s 
fault.  Women,  after  all,  have  self-control, 
men  do  not.  In  one  scene  at  the  training 
center,  a  woman  who  was  gang-raped  con¬ 
fesses  to  having  had  an  abortion.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  others  descend  on  her.  “Who 
led  them  on?”  Aunt  Lydia  demands.  “She 


At  first  glance,  the  ending  seems  out  of 
character  with  the  rest  of  the  film.  But  in 
considering  it  further,  it  does  make  sense. 
From  the  beginning  scenes  of  the  film,  we 
are  caught  up  in  a  suspense  drama.  We 
know  who  the  good  guys  are  and  we  know 
who  the  bad  guys  are.  The  good  guys  are  try¬ 
ing  to  escape,  and  like  in  so  many  adventure 
films,  we  moviegoers  are  on  the  sidelines 
rooting  for  the  good  guys  from  the  get  go. 
This  lets  us  bypass  fully  considering  the 
scariness  of  what  is  being  depicted  because 
we  know  there  is  a  resistance  movement  be¬ 
ing  built,  an  escape  coming  up.  We  don’t 
have  to  really  let  the  bleakness  of  the  picture 
sink  in. 

Herein  lies  the  biggest  difference  between 
the  movie  and  Atwood’s  novel.  Nowhere 
does  the  book  offer  an  escape.  The  simple 
solution  the  film  offers,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  hypocritical.  What  The  Handmaid’s  Tale 
ultimately  idealizes  is  the  same  as  what  it 
condemns,  with  only  the  absence  of  explicit 
coercion  in  relationships.  Children  are  still 
the  prize  value,  and  the  woman  is  still  hop¬ 
ing  for  her  man  to  save  her. 

The  film  is  disappointing  primarily 
because  it  seems  like  an  opportunity  missed. 
It  has  all  the  makings  of  a  scathing  critique 
(much  needed  in  these  conservative  times), 
but  instead  it  undercuts  its  own  message.  As 
an  adventure  film,  it  is  exciting  and  fun  to 
watch,  and  Elizabeth  McGovern  sure  is  very 
hot.  If  it  hadn’t  pulled  its  punches.  The 
Handmaid’s  Tale  could’ve  sparked  some 
fiery  debate  about  the  nuclear  family  and 
reproductive  rights.  Should  you  see  it 
nonetheless?  Yeah,  why  not.  □ 


Jon  Gardey/Cinecom 


BOSTON 
GAY  MEN’S 
CHORUS 

Kolx'tt  Biimey.  Music  Ditxx'lor 
WITH  SPECIAL  GUEST 

SEATTLE  MEN’S  CHORUS 

I)('nnis  Coleman.  Music  Director 

TOGETHER  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME 

MARCH  n  1990, 8  pm 

TICKETS:  ‘30.  '25.  ‘18.  ‘14.  ‘9 

ON  SALE  AT:  TICKETRON,  BOSTIX.  OUT  OF  TOWN.  GLAD  DAY.  FRITZ 
CHARGE  BY  PHONE:  720-3434  OR  247-BGMC 
SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 

POSTCONCERT  RECEPTION:  SHERATON-BOSTON,  $5  AT  THE  DOOR 

IN  CONCERT 

frrSYMPHONY 

HALL 


HANG  OUT 


riang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  "voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
•  and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


Try  our  new  demo  number:  617-262-7272 


Support  Group  for 
LESBIAN  SURVIVORS  OF  RAPE 


Now  forming  at  the 
Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis 
Center.  The  group  will 
focus  on  long-term  healing 
from  sexual  assault.  Held 
Weds,  evenings  beginning 
in  late  March. 


If  interested  in  joining  call  the 
center  at  492-7273. 


When  Life  Gets  Out 
.  Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. .  .can’t  stop  spending 
money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends. .  .and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


-Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 


Explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik,  WBZ  TV 


DINNER/SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


357-8384 

GROUP  RATES 

_ 426-6444 

VgMQI  542-1701 


Can  now  for  LIVE  ACTION^ 

1*900»999*8500 

_  _  Just  75*  a  minute  _ 


(SI  .50  lor  1st  min.) 


Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 


1  -900-234-2345 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  CAY  8,  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  jm 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Cay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159.  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


Tor  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angr^ 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  aitiay 

For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

March  13 

First  Church  Unitarian 
John  Eliot  Square 
Roxbury 
Time:  7:30  pm 

Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


Call  Beth  Walsh 
at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

1  (Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 
I 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
ProvIncetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTINGrTAXES 

GORDON  E  PARRY,  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 
(617)730-4103 
North  Shore; 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINQn’AXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKKEEPINGfTAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  "Payroll 
"Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)  292-6415 
BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 
CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 

(617)628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Massachusetts 

Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  91. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 

ASSOCIATES 
Software,  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting,  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matlson,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONWEALTH, 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186yj  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  2676525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  Issues,  gay/les- 
blan  sexuality 
ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  Vj  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 
DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary 
consultation 
Computer  electrology 
specialist 
Central  Square, 
Cambridge 
(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 
B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed.-FrI.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

2476202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)2666122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Havlland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  In 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
W/eekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 
INSURANCE 
J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
Insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation' 
techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's  ' 
Preferred 

Call  Pal,  (401)461-3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)524-6822 
REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge.  MA  02236 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  CIr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN’S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochiluate,  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900 
TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
W8PM-1  AM,  Th.  4 
PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM, 
Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Jump  St. 

Continued  from  centerspread 
ing  she  turned  her  head  away  (the  audience 
knows,  however,  she  took  that  smackeroo 
full  on  the  lips).  For  television,  these  scenes 
come  off  quite  well:  the  bathroom  scene  is 
tender  and  the  kiss  seems  tentative  and 
natural  —  no  chilling  background  music  to 
indicate  perversion.  While  the  script  subse¬ 
quently  gives  Hoffs  ample  opportunity  to 
state  how  shocked  she  was  by  Megan’s  ad¬ 
vance  —  and  to  assert  her  heterosexuality  in 
no  uncertain  terms  —  she  never  expresses 
repulsion,  and  clearly  feels  confused  and 
even  ashamed  that  she  didn’t  actively  avoid 
Megan’s  kiss. 

Besides  the  personal  drama,  the  episode 
exposes  institutionalized  homophobia,  such  _ 
as  that  doled  out  by  various  “helping”  pro¬ 
fessionals.  To  better  understand  Megan, 
who  seems  to  be  hiding  something  about  the 
murder,  Hoffs  goes  to  see  Megan’s  guidance 
counselor,  posing  as  a  student  concerned 
about  her  sexuality  (though  the  scene  is 
played  so  that  we  wonder  if  some  of  the  con¬ 
cerns  might  be  her  own).  The  shrink  is  a  hor¬ 
rible  sleaze,  your  basic  white-guy-in-a-suit 
who  starts  with  the  gratuitous  rap  so  many 
of  us  have  heard:  “Lots  of  kids  your  age  are 
confused,”  but  soon  goes  off  the  deep  end 
into  quasi-Freudian  mumbo-jumbo.  He  in¬ 
sists  that  Hoffs’  own  subconscious  desired 
to  kiss  her  friend,  and  that  the  kiss  was  bas¬ 
ed  on  her  desire,  not  Megan’s  at  all.  He 
pruriently  asks  her  “how  the  kiss  felt,”  to 
which  Hoffs  responds,  “1  don’t  know,  like  a 
kiss,  I  guess.”  (This  was  probably  my 
■  favorite  line  in  the  show.  Hopefully  it  got 
through  to  gay,  bi,  and  questioning  teens, 
petrified  about  “what  it  feels  like,”  as  well 
as  threatened  straight  kids  who  gag  at  the 
notion  of  same-sex  touch.)  The  shrink, 
however,  sums  up  by  primly  advising  Hoffs 
never  to  give  into  such  impulses  again. 

When  I  first  saw  this  scene,  I  thought  the 
counselor  was  simply  vile.  On  a  second 
view,  I  found  him  chilling  in  his  believabili- 
ty.  The  world  is  full  of  “experts”  shovelling 
self-blaming,  “just  say  no”  crap  at  teens 
(and  adults)  who  have  questions  about  their 
sexuality.  I  found  myself  worrying  that  an 
audience  would  buy  this  guy’s  line  because  it 
sounds  so  familiar:  gay  people  are  driven  by 
perverse  subconscious  motives  that  we  need 
to  repress.  Luckily,  later  in  the  show  Hoffs 
puts  down  the  counselor  and  his 
homophobic  analysis  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

By  the  end  of  the  hour-long  episode, 
Hoffs  gets  to  the  bottom  of  the  case.  It  turns 
out  Evelyn  Marks  was  lovers  with  the  in¬ 
credibly  closeted  school  principal,  Ms. 
Rosen;  Ms.  Rosen’s  ex-husband  found  out 
about  the  women’s  relationship  and 
murdered  his  ex-wife’s  lover  outside  the  les¬ 
bian  bar.  Megan,  it  turns  out,  had  followed 
Evelyn  to  the  bar  that  night  to  talk  about  her 
own  sexuality.  To  Evelyn’s  credit  —  and  to 
the  show’s  credit  for  pointing  it  out  —  the 
teacher  maintained  appropriate  boundaries 
with  her  student,  walking  her  across  the 
street  to  a  diner  to  discuss  things'.  As  Megan 
left  the  diner  a  while  after  Evelyn,  she  saw 
the  murderer  leaving  the  scene  of  the  crime. 

But  solving  the  case  wraps  up  only  one 
strand  of  the  program’s  plot;  there’s  also  the 
tale  (hooray)  of  Megan’s  coming-out.  Just 
as  homophobia  is  implicated  in  Evelyn’s 
murder,  it  also  threatens  to  keep  the  case 
unresolved.  At  first  Megan  refuses  to  come 
forward  as  a  witness  because  she  doesn’t 
want  her  sexual  questioning  made  public. 
She  panics  that  “Everyone  will  think  I’m 
gay.  I’m  not;  I’m  confused.  I  don’t  know 
who  I  am  but  if  I  talk  about  this  I  can  never 
find  out.  I’ll  be  labelled  a  lesbian  the  rest  of 
my  life.”  Hoffs  responds,  “You’d  let 
Evelyn’s  killer  go  free  —  just  because  you’re 
afraid  of  what  people  might  say  about 
you?”  Megan  is  prepared  to  do  just  that, 
but  she  urges  Ms.  Rosen,  the  principal,  to 
testify  instead.  “You’re  the  grownup,  your 
whole  life  isn’t  at  stake!”  shouts  Megan. 
But  Rosen  responds  with  the  sad  truth: 
“What  I  have  is  my  entire  life  on  the  line.  If 
people  find  out,  I  could  lose  my  job  —  my 
son  could  be  disgraced.  I’ve  been  living  a  lie 
for  so  long  1  wouldn’t  even  know  how  to 
stop.”  The  implication  left  hanging  in  the 
air  is  that  Megan  can  avoid  years  of  inter¬ 
nalized  homophobia,  isolation,  lies,  and 
fear  if  she  refuses  to  step  into  the  closet. 

This  makes  sense  to  Megan.  She  testifies 
against  the  murderer,  comes  out  to  some 
friends.  While  she  seems  more  at  peace  by 
the  end  of  the  show,  the  message  is  not  that 
coming  out  as  a  teen  is  a  picnic.  Megan  tells 
Judy  Hoffs  that  her  boyfriend  dumped  her 
(no  shit)  and  “some  people  freaked... but 
some  people  came  forward  and  were  great.” 
This  may  seem  like  the  obvious  to  someone 
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who’s  been  out  for  years,  but  it’s  tremen¬ 
dously  important  for  a  kid  who  thinks  s/he 
may  be  gay  or  bisexual  to  realistically  envi¬ 
sion  what  it  might  mean  to  go  public  with 
that  information. 

The  episode  also  makes  it  clear  that  exter¬ 
nal  support  is  crucial  for  a  gay  teen.  Megan 
recalls  the  importance  of  the  adult  en¬ 
couragement  she  got  from  her  teacher  as  she 
takes  on  the  scary  process  of  coming  out: 
“Evelyn  said  no  matter  how  horrible  and 
confused  I  felt  right  now,  one  day  all  of  this 
would  make  sense  and  I’d  realize  I’m  okay 
and  I’d  feel  okay  about  myself.  That  feels  so 
far  away.  But  what  scares  me  most  is  that  if  1 
lied  about  myself  now^  maybe  I’ll  never  get 
there... maybe  I’ll  never  be  okay.”  And  just 
as  Megan  provides  a  role  model  for  kids  who 
might  identify  with  her  angst,  Judy  Hoffs 
again  represents  an  equally  important 
figure:  the  supportive  peer.  She  says  the 
words  so  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  caught 
in  the  throes  of  coming  out  wish  they’d  hear 
from  a  friend:  “What  can  1  do  to  help 
you?” 

This  TV  show  wasn’t  perfect  —  there 
were  some  loopholes  in  the  plot,  some 
awkward  monologues  on  how  people  “can’t 
help  it  if  they’re  gay”  —  but  it  was  certainly 
better  than  anything  else  on  mainstream  TV 
about  adolescent  lesbianism.  That’s  slim 
competition,  and  we’d  all  be  better  off  not 
with  the  one  perfect  show,  but  with  a  lot  of 
mainstream  media  efforts  that  pre,sent  gay 
men  and  lesbians  as  realistic,  complex,  and 
likeable  characters.  Still,  this  is  one  TV 
show  I’m  glad  had  a  captive  audience  of  kids 
glued  to  the  tube.  I’m  only  sorry  that  my  last 
job  lost  its  funding,  because  1  haven’t  been 
around  the  schools  to  hear  their 
reactions.  □ 

Shelley  Mains  is  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  “Sesame  Street”  features  an  openly 
gay  character  (no,  Bert  and  Ernie  don't 
count). 

Music 

Continued  from  centerspread 

caught  me/they  sure  got  to  prove  it  on 
me”).  Nolan’s  own  songs  are  propelled  by 
the  same  rhythmic  swing  and  blues  chord 
progressions,  whether  attacking  injustice  or 
celebrating  love. 

The  title  song  angrily  refuses  to  accept 
homophobia: 

Walking  in  the  park,  swimming  in  the 
sea 

Kiss  you  underwater  so  nobody  can  see 

What  I  want  is  the  freedom  to  love 

Not  allowed  in  places,  and  I  can’t  love  who 
I  please 

You  tell  me  who  I  have  to  love  and  I  call 
that  slavery 

What  I  want  is  the  freedom  to  love. 

“I  Black  Woman”  declares  Nolan’s  rejec¬ 
tion  of  sexism  within  and  outside  the  Black 
community: 

Don’t  call  me  your  mama,  your  sister, 
your  girl 

Don’t  call  me  anything  in  your  fantasy 
world 

1  ain’t  a  voodoo  queen  or  an  african  dream 

I’m  my  own  woman,  got  my  own  damn 
scene 

I  Black  woman  will  not  be  used. 

A  very  welcome  inclusion  is  “Strange 
Fruit,”  a  song  written  and  recorded  by 
Billie  Holiday  that  was  blacklisted  by  radio 
station  management.  To  my  knowledge  it 
has  not  been  recorded  since,  and  has  not 
been  included  in  Holiday  anthologies.  In  the 
deceptively  quiet  style  Holiday  made 
famous,  “Strange  Fruit”  describes  the  lyn¬ 
ching  of  Black  men  in  the  U.S.  south: 

Southern  tree  bears  a  strange  fruit 

Blood  on  the  leaves  and  blood  at  the  root 

Black  body  swinging  in  the  southern 
breeze 

Strange  fruit  hanging  from  the  poplar 
tree... 

On  the  lighter  side,  the  album  opens  with 
Elizabeth  Cotten’s  whimsical  “Shake 
Sugaree,”  and  includes  “Jelly  Roll,” 
Nolan’s  tongue-in-cheek  “Blues  celebration 
of  sensuality.” 

It’s  impossible  to  describe  the  energy  and 
commitment  of  Nolan’s  singing  and  guitar 
playing,  nor  the  skill  with  which  she  blends 
music  and  the  call  for  social  change.  The 
album  is  as  exhilarating  in  its  artistry  as  in 
the  concentration  of  its  anger.  □ 

^)aroltne  Foty  worries  a  lot  less  about 
women’s  music  since  these  recordings 
started  coming  in  the  mail. 

Note:  In  two  weeks,  Caroline  Foty  returns 
with  more  hits  (and  a  couple  of  near-misses) 
in  Part  Two  of  the  1989  Women’s  Music 
round-up. 
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t  Your  Next  Mate^ 


Your  Call 
Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 

P  MANNHUm  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 

B  talks  LIVE’ with  up  to  8  hot  men 

B  REMATCH  -  For  t\e  men  of  your  choice 

□  item  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

Bnmin/c  -  Messages  other  callers 
\  hav^  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  hSessage  Center 


MATE 

niitthat  mmmgful  Relationship 


Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 


0.75  cts.  per  min.  1.50  first  min. 


Action  1  -900-999-MANN 

^  6  2  6  6 


Call  Free  121 31  61 7-0753 

mammgmr. . _ _ _ 


MAY  APPICABLE.  GUARANTEED  CONNECTION  ^ 


0.95  per  min. 


CALLERS  MUST  BE  18  YRS.  OR  OLDER. 


1*550*W0IVIIM 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 


GET  CONNECTED  TO  THE  NEXT  WOMN  CAIJJNG  IN 


S1.45/mln.  More  Info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3235 


TALKLIVE! 


a&cPEH  UtN  $1^  IHE  FIRST  MN 


TALKLIVE! 


CHARGFU  TOVOURUASirnCARO 
OR  VISA  AS  VSI IKOUS1 FOL  S' 
TbcPERHAlFMlNUTF 


©COPYRIGHT  1990  REAL  PEOPLE.  LTD  -tA  MEMBER  OF  THE  SYSTEM  800  GROUPj  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER  PRICES  SUBJECT  TOCHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


mi 
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LASSIFIEDS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

2  sardonic,  moderately  witty,  late  30-ish,  bright  women 
wish  companions  for  dinner  and  conversation  (only)  — 
light  to  serious.  Various  interests  including  politics 
(feminist  and  otherwise),  crackpot  theories,  humor, 
puns.  Must  be  able  to  at  least  tolerate  cigarette  smoke 
and  pets.  GCN  Box  386. _ ^) 

INTELLIGENT  STUD 

WM  53  5’ 11  chunky  smooth  good  looking  seeks  steady 
greek -active  lover  companion  18-33  with  good  mind  and 
body  to  share  bed,  home,  life.  No  reciprocation.  No 
drugs.  BMC,  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101 _ G8) 

FRENCH  DEMONSTRATIONS 

Furry  teddy  looking  to  give  French  demonstrations  in 
your  home  or  office,  weekday  lunch  hour/afternoons, 
in  the  South  End/Back  Bay  area.  Delivery  man  uniform 
available  for  the  right  situation!  Send  photo  and  favorite 
scene,  but  if  you  don’t  use  rubbers  when  you’re  plowing 
somebody’s  throat,  don’t  bother  answering  this  ad. 
GCN  Box  358 _ ^) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. _ 


ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 


^ycif  SCHOOUTG 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


A 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

“I  WANT  YOUR  BODY” 

Eat  cookies,  lose  weight.  4-10  lbs  1st  week.  Nutritionally 
balanced  diet  sweeping  the  country!!!  Call  Paul  at  (617) 
266-2804. _ ^) 

COMPLAINT  LETTERS 

Consumer  complaints,  landlord/tenant  problems,  political 
opinion  letters,  resume  cover  letters.  We’ll  write  your  letter, 
address  and  stamp  the  envelope.  It’s  All  Write  (617)  641-4994. 
(34) _ 

Beyond  Co-Dependency  &  Addiction:  Realization  of  Soul  Self 
—  A  highly  conscious,  deeply  inspiring  12-week  Inner  Heal¬ 
ing/Psychotherapy/Spiritual  Growth  Group  for  bi/gay  men 
with  positive  experience  in  12-step  programs.  Also,  deep,  soul- 
level  iruier  healing  work  for  individuals.  Information: 
Mordechai  Kramer,  (617)  932-5518. _ (35) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  1  I Y  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Uura  at  GCN,  4264469. 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  coinpiete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price;  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


(Jrleans/Brewster 
Of  lice  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  0264! 
255-2(r00 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defence  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

'  529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


r 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATUNTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
.COMMUNITY 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1 974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 
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L  Gay  G>mmunity  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  just  keep  wnting  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25t  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25« 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$  ___  per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP -WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

,  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lOfl'o 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15'!7o 

□  31-1-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  10  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $  . 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


•INmVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Tax  Planning  And  Preparation 
Small  Bu-siness  Accounting  Services 


Linda  O’Leary 


Reasonable  Rates 
Professioanl  Service 
Evening  and  Weekend 
Appointments 


BOSTON,  MA 


(617)  782-2452 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION; 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover,  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beoeem  Street,  Brookline  232  !459 


H 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 

Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA02215 


E  I  P  \N  ^  N  1  E  D 

Easy  work!  Excellent  pay!  Assemble  products  at  home. 
Call  for  information.  (504)  641-8003  Ext.  2785 _ ^) 

NON-PROFIT  ORGANIZER 

Progressive  development  agy  supporting  social  change 
mvmnts  in  Africa,  Mideast  &  Asia  seeks  dynamic  office 
manager.  Exp  with  bkkpg/accting,  LOTUS  123,  offc  sys 
req.  Exc  sal  &  ben.  People  of  color  urged  to  apply. 
Grassroots  Int’l,  PC  Box  312  Cambridge  MA  02139  (34) 
Telemarketers,  $500  to  $1500  Weekly.  Full  or  Part 
Time.  Process  Publication  Orders.  Call:  1-800-866-3548, 
Ask  for  Extension  L-102. _ (34) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $2t5/wk.  Weekdays  5-lOpm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $  1 80.  Call  73 1  -6228 . _ Q») 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 
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WATERCOLOR  ORIGINALS 

Published  in  1989  Torso  and  Stallion  magazines.  Choose 
from  fifteen.  Male  nudes.  491-6489. _  (34) 


.OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  "Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


CRT  CAMBRIDGE  LOCATION 

LF  three  cats  seek  semi-neat  nonsmoker  to  share  living 
room,  bathroom,  large  kitchen,  1-2  rooms  available  3/1. 
Near  T,  buses,  shopping.  $375  to  $400-plus  868-9219, 
messages.  (34) 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-filled  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  close  to  public  trans.  Please,  no  smoke,  pets  or 
drugs.  Call  628-3216,  leave  message.  $2S0-plus.  (34) 

SOMERVILLE/CAMBRIOGE  LINE 

2  independent  LF’s  seek  3rd  to  share  3BR.  Porch,  pan¬ 

try,  w/d,  cat.  12  minute  walk  to  Harvard  Square. 
$341 -plus.  62.VI 588. _ (M) 

3  GM  looking  for  two  more  to  share  huge  JP  apt.  Nr. 

Arboretum/Franklin  Park,  2  mins,  T  stop, 
$230.(X)/month  plus  utils.  524-8682. _ (35) 

HOUSEMATE 

Dorchester  Carney  Hospital  area  GWM  seeking  GM  to 
.share  3  bedroom  house  close  to  T.  Fireplace,  w/d,  roof 
deck,  parking,  yard.  No  smokers.  Call  David  436-3404. 

_ 

2  ROOMS  FOR  THE  PRICE  OF  ONE!!! 

Teele  Square,  Somerville.  I  LF  and  2  GM  seek  LF/GM 
for  spacious  apartment.  Wood  floors,  porch,  two  cats, 
ten  minute  walk  to  Davis  T.  Smokers,  students,  om¬ 
nivores  O.K.  $325  plus  utilities,  1st  &  last,  4/1/90. 
666-0275. _ ~  _ OS) 

Newton,  Upper  Falls.  LF  looking  to  share  two  bedroom 
apt.  Large  bedroom  available.  Cat  OK.  $350.00  heat 
and  utilites  included.  Call  %9-7939. _ (35) 

Independent,  friendly,  political  household  in  Cambridge 
seeks  4th  woman  25-plus.  Semi-veg.  No  pets,  drugs, 
smoke.  Avail.  April  1st.  Cheap  rent.  497-7828. _ (35) 

3  LF  seek  4th  Belmont  4BR,  spacious  hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  off-street  parking,  bus-line.  25-plus  friendly 
independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs.  $280-plus.  Sara  or 
Sandy  484-8527. _ ^) 

LF  seeks  gay  man  or  woman  to  share  2  bedroom 
Coolidge  Corner  apt.  Parking  available;  close  to 
MBTA.  $425/month  includes  heat.  Call  Mary  739-3910. 
_ (35) 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  T-access.  Allston  1st  fl.  apt.  Lg. 

Bedroom,  friendly,  fun,  storage,  $333-plus,  254-2025, 
April  I . _ (34) 

ROOMATE  WANTED  -  APRIL  THRU  AUG 
Lefty,  irreverant,  S.F.  Grad  student,  28,  seeks  neat, 
quiet,  non-smoker  to  share  5-rm  apt,  in  Davis  Sq.  Lrg 
B-room  with  bay  —  $340-plus.  Call  Melani  623-6377. 

_ (34) 

3LF  seek  fourth,  23-plus  in  a  large,  sunny,  semi  coop 
home  with  porch  in  Dorchester  W/D,  cat,  on  street 
parking  included.  200-plus.  Call  265-8818.  Available 
March  15th. _ (34) 

Lesbian  Roommate  wanted  for  friendly,  tidy,  small, 
cute,  inexpensive  (275  inc  ht  &  hw)  household  in  Som. 
nr.  Camb.  Flexible,  comfortable  envir.  with  one  other 
lesbian  and  cat.  Great  for  modest  income  artist,  activist, 
student,  or  young  person.  628-0614. _ (34) 

5  DYKES  IN  )P 

Collective  lesbian  household  seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irreverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  great  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  241.67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821. _ ^) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLETfRENTER 

3  LF’s  seek  I  or  2  LF’s  30  plus  to  share  spacious,  in¬ 

dependent,  friendly,  progressive  home,  pondside. 
Minimal  drug  and  alcohol  use.  No  smoking  and  no  pets. 
Rent  X  4  $355/mo  plus  utilities.  Available  March  1.  Call 
522-9760. _ 04) 

LF  42  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  beautiful  J.P.  apt.  Trees, 
porches,  warm,  friendly,  politl,  spiritual,  fun,  non- 
smok,  cats,  near  Arboretum,  T.  $3 16-plus,  March  or 
later.  Tusi,  524-1812. _ (34) 

LF  non-smoker  renting  single  furnished  bedroom, 
parlor,  shared  kitchen,  bath,  laundry.  $325  includes  all. 
Pets  in  home.  No  drugs.  Security.  (508)  997-3135.  New 
Bedford. _ (34) 

JP  CONDO  SUBLET 

LF  household  seeks  professorial  LF  or  perfect  situation 
for  lovers.  4/15  to  8/31  with  option  to  rent  beginning 
9/1.  Furnished.  2  firs,  huge  BR  with  skylight,  non- 
smoker.  near  T,  Washer/dryer,  no  more  pets,  we  have 
cat,  $292  each  if  couple,  $560  if  single,  heat/h.w.  incl. 
524-3417  anytime. _ (35) 

THERE’S  NO  PUCE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. 


NY  SUBLET 

I’m  looking  for  a  summer  sublet  or  houscsit  in  Manhattan  or 
Brooklyn.  Would  prefer  studio  apt  or  other  soto  situation  bul 
very  Oexible.  Call  E'izabeth  (617)  524-1390. _ QT) 


A' 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


PARTMENTS 


GOOD  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Chelsea,  Large  studio,  separate  kitchen,  large  bath,  on  bus  line 
(111).  Avail  Mar  15th.  $450/mo.  includes  heal  &  electric.  Ciill 
Sue  8844853.  _ (34) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  1(K)  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  II8G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keepers^ _ ^) 

A  place  to  stay  in  historic  Santa  Fe  charming  adobe 
guesthouse  hideaway  equipped  cozy  fireplace. 
Weekend,  weekly,  monthly  rales.  (505)  982-6815.  (39) 


Q 


RGANIZA  TIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington.  MA  02174. _  (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114 
(16.1) _  ' _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7;30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  (is  32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York  NY 
10018 _  (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_  Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ 06) 

ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. 


E 


UBLI  CATIONS 


GAY-N  BI  PERSONALS  PUBLICATION 

New  issue  comes  out  July.  For  more  info  write 
Classified  Personals,  Box  1299,  Lewiston,  NY  14092. 
Nationwide  personals. _ (34) 

HATE!  $5.00.  D—  Letter  $5.00.  Both  VINl.  MY!  Ishud 
one  $3.00.  Mell  V.  Green,  PO  Box  422  Boston,  Mass 
02199.  Barter,  Stamps,  Cash.  Refund  if  unhappy.  (34) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  Journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1 .50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  .see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  8(X)-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminisrp  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
l8lhSl.NW,  Washington,  DC 2(X)09 _ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agehts.  etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo'j 

USA  A  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  Includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
Oislrict  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
trom  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  123  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Sub.scriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ ^) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  lOth  Anniv.  edition  of  Btack/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _  (ex) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


/ 


8 

CALL  FOR  SUBMISSIONS: 

Anthology  on  Gays  &  Lesbians  in  Prison 
Writings  and  visual  art  by  and  about  gays 
and  lesbians  who  have  been  or  are  current¬ 
ly  in  prison,  their  family  and  friends,  and 
the  legal  community.  DEADLINE: 
7/31/90.  Please  submit  work  to:  PRISON 
ANTHOLOGY,  Goddard  College,  Plain- 
field  VT  05667 


I  am  a  transsexual  inmate  and  I  would  like  for 
other  transsexuals,  transvestites,  gays  or  les¬ 
bians  to  write  to  me.  I  want  to  hook  up  with  a  | 
friend. I  am  fully  a  drag  queen  and  plan  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  ‘path’  when  I’m  out.  Daniel  I 
MEDBERRY,  598329  (20/0177),  PO  Box  221, 
Raiford  FL  32083. 


I’m  a  34  yr  old  lesbian.  I  like  poetry  and  good 
conversation  with  sincere  and  intelligent  people. 
I  would  like  to  write  to  someone  that  has  a  sense 
of  understanding  and  humor  as  well.  Thank 
you.  Laverne  JACKSON,  C160130,  H-4  (83), 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I’m  a  23  yr  old  fern  looking  for  someone  to 
share  my  feelings  with.  I’m  out  of  touch  with 
the  free  world  and  a  true  friendship.  Keep  up 
the  good  work!  Katrina  MINTER,  905377,  Box 
535,  Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

I’m  38,  black,  serious  minded  and  caring. 
Would  love  to  have  a  nice  friendship  with  some 
woman  out  there.  Marylin  THORNTON,  19580 
NC,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  430^ 


My  sincere  appreciation  to  your  caring  staff  for 
I  giving  us  so  much  usable  information,  and  ad¬ 
vocating  for  us  like  we  were  people  and  not  just 
some  back-and-forth  germ.  I  would  like  to  ex- 
I  change  correspondence  with  someone  of  you. 
I’m  an  avid,  sweet  person  with  many  interests. 
Guarantee  to  answer.  William  BUSH,  205068, 
Box  511,  Columbus  OH  43216. 


GM,  6’4”,  210  lbs,  in  prison,  nice  build,  in¬ 
telligent,  caring,  attractive,  but  no  family  or 
other  outside  contacts,  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  all  gay  men  who  know  how  lonely  life  can 
be.  Will  answer  all  who  send  a  stamp.  Gene 
WEIRICH,  14668,  Box  1989,  Ely  NV  89301. 

I  am  a  27  yr  old  gay  man  who  hopes  to  hear  I 

from  someone  for  a  friend.  Thank  you.  John 
PACK,  193792,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. 

Entrepreneurially  minded  federal  prisoner,  I 

author  of  numerous  books  and  articles  on 
business,  seeks  contact  with  like-minded  in¬ 
dividuals.  Parole  by  August  1991,  maybe 
sooner.  Adam  STARCHILD,  04690-067-J,  Box 
888,  Ashland  KY  41101. _ 

1  am  in  dire  need  of  some  penpals  of  my  sexual  | 
preference.  I’m  26,  bisexual,  handsome  and] 
would  like  to  write  gay  guys  and  gals  of  all  ages. 
Anthony  HART,  328246,  Rt  2  Box  4400,1 
Gatesville  TX  76563. 

CENSORSHIP! 

The  prison  has  told  me  it  would  no  longer  let  me  1 
get  ‘The  Militant’.  1  need  some  help  fighting 
this  censorship  of  my  reading  material.  Please 
write  about  this  or  for  gay  friendship.  David 
COATES,  556,  2500  Westgate,  Pendleton  OR  | 
97801. _ 

GM,  22,  looking  for  someone  to  talk  to  or  I 

write.  So  drop  me  a  couple  of  lines  and  let’s  get 
to  know  each  other.  Mel  HEMPHILL,] 
D-98156,  SHU  C7D214,  Box  7500,  Crescent  Ci- 
ty  CA  95532. _ 

Hot  and  hormy,  well  built,  well  hung,  Loui-| 

siana  hunk.  Discharging  this  year.  Will  relocate 
for  the  right  person.  Boyd  HIGGINBOTHAM, 
87442  Beaver,  PO  Box  174,  St  Gabriel  LA 
70776. _ 

I  got  your  name  from  NAMBLA  and  am  ini 

need  of  some  legal  help  and  friendship.  There] 
are  some  serious  errors  in  my  case  and  also  I 
would  like  to  be  able  to  talk  with  someone  with 
the  same  penchant  as  mine.  Donald  | 
LIGHTFOOT,  333700,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Ten- 
nessee  Colony  TX  75861. _ 

I  am  a  gay  inmate  and  would  like  to  be  penpals  ] 

with  a  Gay.  1  enjoy  cooking,  reading,  writing, 
and  music.  LeRoy  GRIPPEN,  71088,  CBBl 
L-L-15^LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  707 1 2. _ 

1  am  a  very  dominant  man  who  know  how  to  ] 
make  real  love  with  another  man.  I  truly  believe 
there’s  a  whole  lot  more  to  life  than  sex.  I’m 
seeking  to  find  that  Special  Queen  1  can  call  my 
very  own.  Playing  the  field  is  for  kids,  and  1  am 
a  Dominant  Man!  Please  feel  free  to  drop  me  a 
line.  Louis  WORKES,  149687,  Box  900,  Jeffer¬ 
son  City  MO  65102. 


I’m  a  gay  man  trying  to  find  a  friend.  I’m  not 
the  type  to  burn  any  one.  I  just  need  someone  to 
have  a  conversation  with.  Jacque  FERGUSON, 
E- 17686  D/L  311,  PO  Box  500,  Chino  CA 
91708. _ 

Black  bisexual  male,  19,  seeking  to  write  some 
openminded  person.  Race  unimportant.  1  can't 
write  to  other  prisoners,  but  will  answer  all 
others.  I’m  from  Baltimore.  James  HARPER, 
052074,  Mail  324-C-138,  PO  Box  120099,  Cler- 
mont  FL  34712. _ 

Once  upon  a  time  “1  could  bring  home  the 

bacon  and  fry  it  up  in  a  pan  and  never,  never  let 
you  forget  you  are  a  man”  but  not  any  more. 
.  GM,  24,  seeking  correspondence.  Jon 
CARSTENS,  14169-057,  Box  888,  Ashland  KY 
41101. _ 

I’m  26,  gay,  and  would  appreciate  it  if  you 
would  put  this  in  your  penpal  section.  I’m  sort 
of  lonely  and  looking  to  write  others.  Richard 
JOHNSON,  PO  Box  100  —  N-13340,  Vienna 
IL  62995. 


Very  open  minded,  bi,  Spanish-Italian  male, 
seeks  correspondence  from  open  minded  men 
and  women.  Gilbert  MARTINEZ,  19465,  Unita 
2-503,  Box  250,  Draper  UT  84020. 


l‘m  from  the  Virgin  Islands,  34,  Black  and  1 
need  a  friend.  Can  you  please  put  my  name  in 
your  penpal  section?  Denroy  VIGO,  88T  2587, 
Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 


Dominant  GBM,  Top,  Age  28,  seeking  so¬ 
meone  to  write  who  is  willing  to  reach  out  and 
share  themselves,  as  1  am  willing  to  do  the 
same.  TV&TS  welcome.  Especially  from  the 
state  of  Ohio.  Rodney  CONLEY,  183-452,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


GM,  30,  looking  for  sincere  relationship.  I’m  a 
straight  homosexual!  No  head  games.  Please! 
Hurtis  LUDLUM,  Rt  1  Box  36,  Jackson  NC 

27845.  _ 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  TVs,  TSs  and 
gays,  inside  and  out.  My  hobbies  are  reading, 
writing,  photography,  gospel  music  and  soul- 
pop.  Also  dancing  and  body-building.  I’m  also 
bisexual.  Arthur  SWINDLE,  87A  2248,  Box  51 , 
Comstock  NY  12821. 


In  search  of  [gay]  correspondence 

I  hope  that  you  will  assist  if  you  can  in  seeking 
some  type  of  gay  companionship.  If  you  can, 
please  reply  to  the  following  address  and  I  will 
send  all  needed  information.  Respectfully,  Lon¬ 
nie  SLAUGHTER,  376673  Wynne,  Huntsville 
TX  77349. _ 

I  am  a  gay  male,  24,  with  long  black  natural 
curly  hair,  brown  bedroom  eyes,  light  skinned 
and  very  good  looking.  1  would  love  to  have  a 
true  game  free  relationship  shared  with  me. 
Ricky  LEGGS,  854640,  Box  30  (16-2D), 
Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

19,  GM,  into  music,  light  drugs,  reading, 
poetry,  cars,  dogs,  hunting,  pnotography, 
motorcycles,  and  NAMBLA.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  someone.  Charles  Skip  JONES, 
Vi'-6853,  Drawer  R,  Huntingdon  PA  16652 

1  am  a  very  sensual  individual  who  would  like 
someone  who  is  the  same  to  correspond  with 
and  share  our  views  of  the  world  and  people 
around  us.  I  do  not  wish  to  ‘burn’  anyone.  I  can 
write  to  other  prisoners  too  as  long  as  they 
aren’t  in  Florida.  David  JOHNSON.  C-073738, 
Box  667-A-035,  Bushnell  FL  33513. 


*  I  I 

PAGE  14  □  MARCH  11-17,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


18  Sunday  □  HEART 
STRINGS:  The  National 
Tour.  Narrated  by  Christopher 
Reeve  (piaured)  and  featuring 
the  national  touring  cast,  Kelsey 
Crammer,  and  over  200  of 
Boston’s  finest  talents  — 
including  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  At  the  Opera  House, 
8:30pm.  $25-$ 1 75.  For  info: 
437-6200,  ext.  347. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed.  No 
phone  calls,  puh-leeze! 

1 0  Saturday 

Newton  □  Mothers  and  Others,  A  Feminist  Cabaret 
with  Debra  Wise  featuring  comedy  and  docudrama,  at 
The  Newton  Arts  Center’s  Theatre,  61  Washington  Park, 
8pm,  $10,  $8  &  $5.  For  info  964-3424. 

Dorchester  a  Annual  Dorchester  International 
Women’s  Day  Celebration.  Featuring  workshops, 
speakers,  skits,  music,  art,  food  and  more,  at  The  Grover 
Cleveland  School,  1 1  Charles  St.  9:30am-4pm.  For  info 
739-9751. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England.  A  club 
for  big  men  and  their  admirers.  Monthly  social  at  The  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  8- 1 0pm.  Members 
$4,  non-members  $6.00.  For  info  846-8442  or  387-0762. 

1 1  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP. 

Potiuck  at  the  First  Church.  4:30-7pm.  Mike  327-5669. 

Boston  □  Boston  Healing  Circle  at  the  Metropolitan 
Health  Club,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7;30-9:30pm.  Martin 
738-0091,  or  Rafael  731-9584. 

Boston  □  International  Women’s  Day  Video  Fes¬ 
tival,  4-9pm  on  able  channel  3  in  Boston,  Brookline, 
Chelsea  and  Malden;  I -6pm  on  cable  channel  19  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  cable  channel  3  in  Somerville.  Check  with  local 
community  access  cable  center  for  details. 

Cambridge  □  New  Words  Bookstore.  Reading  by 
Catharine  MacKinnon  of  her  book  "Toward  a  Feminist 
Theory  of  the  State,"  186  Hampshire  St.,  3pm.  For  info 
876-5310. 

13  Tuesday 

Medford  □  WMFO  9I.S  FM  Tufts  University  Radio 

Twice  Blessed:  A  conversation  with  Jewish  Lesbians, 
7-9am. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Volunteer  open 
house,  131  Clarendon  St.,  7-9pm.  For  info  437-6200. 

Roxbury  □  First  Church/Unitarian  Universalist, 

Healing  service  for  those  affected  by  AIDS,  John  Eliot  Sq., 
7:30pm.  For  info  628-7665. 

14  Wednesday 

Boston  □  FCHC's  Living  Well  Series  presents  Explor¬ 
ing  Women’s  Healing  Power  of  Massage.  338  New¬ 
bury  Street.  6-8pm.  Paul  or  Judy  at  267-0900  to  register. 

Boston  □  PWA  Coalition  of  Boston  meets  at  the 
Boston  Living  Center,  140  Clarendon  Street.  7:30pm. 
437-6200  ext.  293. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch, 

12:30pm.  For  more  info  Julie  725-3562. 


15  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berk¬ 
eley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  The  Group.  Social/discussion  group  talks 
about  "Kiss  of  the  Spiderwoman”,  338  Newbury  St,  8pm. 
For  info  266-1 129. 

16  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arling¬ 
ton  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge □  Black  Rose  Lectures,  "Facing  the  Real¬ 
ities  of  the  Prison  System”,  MIT  Building  9  rm  ISO,  105 
Massachusetts  Ave,  8pm.  For  info  437-9309  or  524-0781. 

17  Saturday 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  at  Symphony 
Hall,  8pm  $30,  $25,  $18,  $14  &  $9.  For  more  info  or  to 
charge  tickets  247-2462. 

Boston  □  Country  Western  Dance,  For  HIV  -i-  com¬ 
munity  and  friends,  at  Boston  Living  Center  YMCA,  140 
Clarendon  St,  8pm- 1  am.  For  info  437-6200  x328. 

Boston  □  Breaking  the  Barriers  to  Liberation, 

Poetry,  art,  music, and  dance  of  the  women  of  Boston's 
many  communities,  at  The  Church  of  All  Nations,  333 
Tremont  St.,  7:30pm,  $5  donation.  For  info  522-8728. 

Nashua  □  Women  in  Touch,  St.  Patrick's  Day  dinner, 
at  Crosswind  Restaurant,  7pm,  $7.50.  For  info  603/ 
883-9228. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Miriam,  Blues  singer/songwriter,  at 
The  Crone’s  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.,  7:30pm,  $5.  For 
info  983-9529. 

Boston  □  GALA,  Art  auction  to  benefit  people  with 
AIDS,  at  The  Club  Cafe,  2-5pm,  $5.  Free  food  and  open 
bar.  For  more  info  or  to  donate  art  524-4048. 

Boston  □  Heart  Strings,  The  'National  Tour  of  this 
Broadway-style  two  act  musical,  at  The  Opera  House,  539 
Washington  St.,  8pm,  $25,  $75,  $175.  For  more  info 
437-6200. 

20  Tuesday 

Framingham  □  N.O.W.,  "Making  it  in  Massachusetts: 
Women's  Strategies  for  Survival",  at  The  Framingham 
Unitarian  Church,  7:30pm.  For  info  508/877-5456  or 
508/653-8560. 

22  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee,  "Survival  101" 
a  workshop  on  how  to  find  free  clothing  and  food,  131 
Clarendon  St.,  6pm.  For  info  437-6200  x328. 

Cambridge  □  Libana  in  concert.  A  celebration  of 
women's  world  music,  at  Wheelock  Auditorium,  200  The 
Riverway,  7:30pm.  For  info  536-7464. 


23  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arling¬ 
ton  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

24  Saturday 

Cambridge,  □  Amethyst  Women  Square  Dance. 

Live  music,  7  Temple  St.,  8-1 1  pm,  donation.  For  info 
254-8312. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee,  workshop: 
"Sex,  Dating  and  Intimacy  in  the  Age  of  AIDS”,  at  The 
Arlingon  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.,  I0am-6pm.  For 
info  437-6200  x298. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  1 3 1  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  3/12  Staying  Friends  with 
Hets,  3/19  Classism.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8- 1 0pm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  naeet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  11. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xlW8. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Gary,  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  U  P/Rhode  Island  open  nrieet- 
ings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338  New¬ 
bury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  3/13  Defining 
Bisexuality,  3/20  Spring  Equinox  Party.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  3/13 
Women’s  Health,  3/20  Coming  out  to  family.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm. 
Info:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  sepa¬ 
rately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  523-7363  or 
I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Harri¬ 
son  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per  mo. 
625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive.  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


*No  negatives  involved, 
except  the  loss’ 

Failed  candidacy  of  Black  gay  man  heightens  Southern 
gay  visibility 


By  David  Morris 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Despite  defeat  at  the 
polls,  a  Black  gay  city  council  candidate 
here  can  claim  a  victory  in  optimism  and 
solidarity  among  the  communities  that  sup¬ 
ported  him. 

“We’ve  got  so  many  firsts  and  so  many 
plusses  that  there  are  no  negatives  involved 
except  the  loss,”  Larry  Bagneris  told  GCN. 

Capturing  40  percent  of  the  vote,  Bag¬ 
neris  was  defeated  in  the  March  3  runoff 
election  by  realtor  Jacquelyn  Clarkson  after 
placing  a  close  second  among  18  candidates 
in  a  February  3  primary.  The  winner  will 
represent  District  C,  an  area  split  in  half  by 
the  Mississippi  River  that  includes  the  heav¬ 
ily  gay  French  Quarter.  Black  people  living 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  make  up  almost 
half  the  district’s  population,  although  no 
Black  city  councillor  has  ever  represented 
the  district.  The  mayor  and  four  of  the  seven 
city  councillors  in  New  Orleans  are  Black. 

Bagneris’  defeat  was  in  part  attributed  to 
tax  measures  that  were  also  on  the  ballot. 
The  measures  were  designed  to  offset  de¬ 
clines  in  city  revenue  resulting  from  the  oil 
slump  and  decreases  in  federal  funds  and 
drew  to  the  polls  conservative  middle-class 
voters  opposed  to  the  legislation. 

Had  he  won,  Bagneris  would  have  joined 
three  other  openly  gay  elected  officials  in  the 
South  and  some  60  elected  and  appointed 
officials  in  the  nation. 

Even  though  Bagneris  lost,  his  supporters 
praised  the  campaign.  “The  election  night 
party  for  Larry’s  campaign  was  a  victory 
party,”  campaign  manager  Robert  Batson 
told  GCN.  “There  was  a  great,  great  feeling 
of  celebration....  What  has  happened  is 
that  we  now  have  a  seat  at  the  political  table 
of  New  Orleans  and  Larry  is  an  important 
person  in  the  political  process  of  the  city.” 

Born  and  raised  in  a  housing  project  in 
District  C,  Bagneris  has  been  active  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations  in  Houston, 


where  he  lived  for  several  years,  as  well  as  in 
New  Orleans.  He  has  served  on  the  boards 
of  several  national  organizations,  including 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
and  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby. 

Campaign  worker  Joan  Ladnier  said  the 
fact  that  Bagneris  is  gay  was  not  an  issue  in 
the  campaign.  “It  never  really  came  up,” 
she  told  GCN.  “He  never  hid  it  and  he  actu¬ 
ally  tried  to  put  it  into  the  press  so  that  it 
wouldn’t  be  an  issue,  something  they  would 
try  to  attack  him  with,”  she  said.  “It  is  an 
issue  that  we’re  proud  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
qualified  candidate  has  come  along  to  do 
this  in  the  gay  community.” 

Ladnier  said  the  Bagneris  campaign  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  diversity  of  the  district  by 
offering  Black,  Latino  and  gay  communities, 
a  candidate  who  was  willing  to  represent 
them. 

An  important  accomplishment  of  the 
campaign  was  the  range  of  endorsements 
gained,  including  community,  gay, 
women’s  and  labor  organizations,  the 
Orleans  Parish  Democratic  Committee,  the 
Alliance  for  Good  Government,  three  city 
councillors,  two  state  representatives,  three 
state  senators  and  a  number  of  ministers. 

Bagneris  said  campaign  issues,  which  in¬ 
cluded  the  economy,  crime  and  historic  pre¬ 
servation,  were  as  diverse  as  the  constitu¬ 
ency.  “We’re  not  a  one-issue  people,”  he 
said.  “We’re  multi-issue.  That’s  what  the 
radical  Right  always  tries  to  saddle  us  with, 
one  issue.  We’re  full  human  beings  living 
full  lives.” 

Bagneris  supporters  say  they  now  fear  for 
the  city’s  historic  areas  because  since  Clark¬ 
son  is  a  realtor,  she  will  view  them  as  targets 
for  development.  Clarkson  is  allied  with 
retiring  incumbent  District  C  councillor 
Mike  Early,  who  is  widely  suspected  of  cor¬ 
ruption  and  is  under  grand  jury  investiga¬ 
tion  for  suspected  tax  evasion  involving  real 
estate  deals. 

□  filed  from  Austin,  Texas 


Larry  Bagneris 


WEDNESDAY’S 

QUIET  MUSIC  &  CONVERSATION  8-11 
DANCE  MUSIC  11-1 
NO  COVER 


\| 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 


Thurs.  April  12 
DESERT  HEARTS 
8PM 
S6 


Sun.  May  6 

LAUGH 

TILL  YOU  DROP 

Women’s  Comedy 
Competition 


THURSDAY  ARERNOONS 
PUY  PICTIONARY  6-8PM 
OPEN  4PM-2AM 

FRIDAY  OPEN  4PM-2AM 

THURS.  &  FRI.  FREE  SNACKS! 


SATURDAY’S 
DANCING 
TWO  FLOORS 
OPEN  9PM-2AM 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSHOP 


1  Ith  BIRTHDAY  SALE 


1  m  OFF  ALL  BOOKS 


TWO  DAYS  ONLY 

SATURDAY  MARCH  17 
SUNDAY  MARCH  18 


INOIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 


B23  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02  1  3S  (B  1  T')  49'7-'7200 


BPM'IPM  •  Thursday  4PM'2AM  (no  cover!  •  Frida 


t 


673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-11PM  Sunday  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


